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Looking ahead to 2025

President’s Report

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Tracey Stevenson
President

NZ Marine Industry 
Association

2024 WAS A CHALLENGING YEAR for many marine 
businesses, with the OCR staying at or near its peak of 
5.5% since May 2023, and home mortgage rates above 
8% for the first time since 2008. This has meant that 
making purchases by ‘putting it on the mortgage’ was no 
longer a possibility for many, and the boating public have 
not had the disposable dollars they had previously.  

At the end of 2024, the Board of Management 
approved a ‘Boating - making memories’ marketing 
campaign aimed at 60-79-year-olds. This was identified 
as a group having the disposable income to make 
marine-related purchases, and was designed to 
encourage them to consider boating as a way of building 
family memories. This campaign started in November 
and led into the 2025 Auckland Boat Show. This decision 
invested the previously forecast surpluses for 2024 and 
2025 into a campaign aimed at generating boat and 
marine equipment sales.

There has been plenty to keep the NZ Marine team 
busy. Membership numbers have dropped only slightly 
from last year, currently at 509 compared to the 512 
reported this time last year. With the glimmer of hope 
that we see with the OCR starting to drop and inflation at 
more reasonable levels, we look forward to a more 
stable economic environment as we move through 2025.

The Moana Auckland Festival was held again this 
year, commencing with the Anniversary Day Regatta on 
27 January and the New Zealand Millenium Cup on 1-4 
February, and concluded with the Auckland Boat Show 
on 6-9 March.  Once again these marine events turned 
on a spectacle and, combined with SailGP in January, 
gave a significant boost to Auckland hospitality and 
tourism businesses.

The Auckland Boat Show was another opportunity for 
the marine sector to showcase its products and network 
with other marine businesses.  The MAST Academy again 
held its graduation ceremony in conjunction with the 
show, on 5 March.  With an inspiring address from 
adventurer William Pike, and more than 60 graduates 
receiving their certificate, It was a great celebration of 
the future of our marine industry.

Member events in the last year have included 
Boating after 5s in Tauranga with Superyacht Coatings, 
Vessel Works and Hutcheson Boat Builders, and in 

Auckland at EV Maritime, Rayglass and Harken.  
In August we had the one-day conference with an 

exceptional line-up of local and international speakers. 
We were privileged to have Darren Vaux and Joe Lynch, 
the president and CEO of ICOMIA present the ‘Propelling 
our Future’ report into the decarbonisation of the 
recreational marine industry, and letting us know how 
we can leverage our membership of ICOMIA and the 
impact that the organisation has. Other presentations 
included navigating the current economic waters, 
business and cyber insurance, free trade agreements 
and exporting from MFAT, and discussions on the impact 
of AI and business mentoring.

Our constitution has been amended in preparation for 
re-registering under the requirements of the 
Incorporated Societies Act 2022, which needs to be 
completed before April 2026. 

Following our Strategy Day last year, and feedback 
received, we have further reviewed the Strategic Plan 
2025-2030.  The mission statement has been amended to 
read: To grow the New Zealand marine industry through 
the profiling and collaboration of member companies, 
advocacy, industry training and the promotion of safe 
boating as a recreational activity.

Working closely with the NZ Marine Export Group, a 
new Destination & Cruising New Zealand publication was 
published in 2024. Events have included the Fiji and 
Tahiti networking days, the delegation to the 37th 
America’s Cup in Barcelona, the METSTRADE Show and 
the annual Superyacht Welcome Function.  We will be 
continuing our focus on building exports as one of the 
key activities from the review of our strategic plan.

There has been a considerable amount of activity in 
relation to vocational training this year, with the 
government dis-establishing Te Pukenga, the 
conglomeration of all of the regional polytechs and 
Industry training organisations.  NZ Marine, member 
companies and MAST Academy have all been involved in 
submissions to government about what will replace the 
current structures.

MAST Academy training numbers have dropped with 
the reduction in marine activity. Current enrolments are 
at 519, down from the peak of 710 in 2022. Financial 
performance is strong, however, and the downturn in the 

Joint board meeting 
at NZ Marine House, 

November 2024.
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economy and reduced training only serves to emphasise 
the need to have a campus in the future to take up the 
training mantle in order to prepare for when the economic 
cycle swings up.  

The MAST Academy Board, led by chair Tommy Honey, 
has been kept busy once again with the current review of 
vocational education delivery, as well as a strategic review 
focused on becoming a centre of excellence for marine, 
composites and specialised technology training, increasing 
capacity and leading pathways for training beyond 
apprenticeships.  

We are still seeing skills shortages for experienced 
workers in some areas of the industry and have supported 
a submission to have boatbuilding and composites skills 
added to the government skills shortage list to enable a 
pathway to residency, and the ability to recruit required 
skills offshore.

Other industry involvement has included consultation 
with Drowning Prevention and Coastguard around their 
boating safety equipment recommendations; consultation 
with MPs and government officials in relation to support 
for exporting companies; providing all MPs with a copy of 
our NZ Marine publication; involvement with the Wynyard 
Quarter, Auckland Transport and Eke Panuku in relation to 
infrastructure and planning; submission to the fisheries 
sustainability consultation. This is by no means an 
exhaustive list . . .

I would like to thank Garry Lock for his service as 
President of NZ Marine for the last four years. Garry has 
provided wise leadership of the organisation through very 
difficult years dealing with the impact of Covid, including 
lockdowns and cancelled boat shows, and significant 
changes to the vocational education landscape. NZ Marine 
has come through this period stronger and more resilient.

I would like to thank the team at NZ Marine for their 
ongoing commitment, and also to thank the Board of 
Management members for their input and guidance this 
year: Vice Presidents Jason Dickey and Albear Montocchio, 
Treasurer Denis Kendall and our board members Robert 
Knox, Blair Geldard, Lisa Easte, Michael Eaglen and 
Tristram Fink (appointed in 2024). We have a wide range 
of experience in different areas of the industry, key skills 
and a good geographic spread represented on the board.

An applaudable attribute of the NZ Marine Industry is 
how the various marine industry sectors, represented by 
several key trade associations, work so collaboratively for 
the good of the whole marine industry.  This is something 
to continue to nurture and not take for granted.

Tracey Stevenson
President, NZ Marine Industry Association

Lisa Easte
Board member

Michael Eaglen
Board member

Robert Knox
Board member

Blair Geldard
Board member

Peter Busfield
NZ Marine  

Executive Director

Tracey Stevenson
President

Jason Dickey
Vice President

Denis Kendall
Board member

Albear Montocchio
Vice President

Tristram Fink
Board member

NZ MARINE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 2024-25

The NZ Marine Board of Management, led by NZ Marine President Tracey Stevenson,  
is responsible for strategic planning and leadership of the industry.

At the 59th Annual General Meeting of the Boating Industries Association Inc (trading as NZ Marine), the above members were 
elected unopposed to the Board of Management. Tracey Stevenson was elected (unopposed) as President, and Jason Dickey of 
Dickey Boats and Albear Montocchio of HamiltonJet were both elected unopposed as Vice Presidents for the 2024/2025 year.  
We thank Garry Lock as outgoing President.
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EXPORT GROUP

If you are interested in attending the show please contact Stacey.

METSTRADE continues to be 
the largest marine equipment 
trade show in the world, 
setting the standard as the 
show to be at.  

Join the  
New Zealand 
contingent at 
Metstrade

WITH OVER 35 NEW ZEALAND 
companies attending the show, 
either exhibiting or walking, the NZ 
Marine Export Group is well set up 
to support you.

If you are interested in attending the show please contact Stacey: stacey@nzmarine.com

NZ MARINE EXPORT GROUP BOARD MEMBERS
We welcome our Board members for the 2024–2025 year

Ben Osborne
Board member

Albear Montocchio
Chair

Richard Thorpe
Vice-chair

Tracey Stevenson
NZ Marine President

Gareth Hodson
Board member

Neven Barbour
Board member

Stacey Cook
Export Group Manager 

Peter Busfield
NZ Marine Executive Director

At the NZ Marine Export Group AGM held on 4 September 2024, the above board members were nominated and approved.  
At the subsequent Export Group board meeting, Albear Montocchio was re-elected chair, with Richard Thorpe re-elected as  
vice chair. Tracey Stevenson as the new NZ Marine President replaces Garry Lock. Clint Jones and Glenn Orr stepped down 
from the board and NZ Marine Export Group thanked them for their many years of service.

NZ Marine Export Group
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A Note from the Executive Director

Peter Busfield
Executive Director
NZ Marine Industry 

Association

Keeping boating front-of-mind
TWO MILLION PEOPLE going boating at least once 
each year confirms boating is New Zealand’s most 
popular recreational activity by a country mile! Not 
taking this for granted, and to encourage more people 
into boating as well as retaining existing participation, 
NZ Marine has over the past six months embarked on a 
‘Go Boating’ – or, more precisely ‘Boating, Making 
Memories’ – promotional campaign.

During February and March, this promotion focused 
on the�family-value benefits of boating, and included a 
call to action to visit the Auckland Boat Show. From 
feedback and the increase in boat show ticket sales, we 
are pleased with the result.

The Auckland Boat Show and upcoming Hutchwilco 
NZ Boat Show are huge promotions of boating. In 
today’s market, where there are many choices for the 
public to spend their discretional income or savings on, 
these shows are keeping ‘boating’ in the forefront of 
the boating public’s mind.

With strong recreational and sporting boating 
activity, we as an industry are hoping for New 
Zealand’s�economic conditions to continue to improve off 
last year’s low base (see the statistics for 2024 on page 
38). With interest rates declining and house prices 
stabilising in the first quarter of 2025,�we were looking 
forward to improved trading conditions throughout 2025. 

The recent ‘curve-ball’ of the tariff rate war started 
by the United States in April may delay the recovery 
we were looking forward to, but having said that, it 
may actually provide New Zealand exporters with new 
opportunities. With New Zealand on the lowest tariff 
rate of 10% for imports to the United States (at the 
time of writing), we will have a competitive advantage 
over some other countries.

The NZ Marine Export Group sees the value of 
labelling our exports ‘Made in New Zealand’ or ‘New 
Zealand Designed’ etc, as consumers in the likes of the 
United States, Europe and Australia increasingly 
recognise ’New Zealand’ as a country/brand that 

means excellence in design and build quality in relation 
to boats. It is timely for our industry to push the ‘New 
Zealand’ brand and this, along with our strong resolve, 
means we can�weather this latest disruption.

Membership of NZ Marine remains strong, with 512 
members in April 2025 compared to 509 at the same 
time last year. In this issue of NZ Marine News you will 
read of the many great things that various sectors of 
our industry are achieving, along with some good news 
stories from various members.

 

Peter Busfield
Executive Director, NZ Marine Industry Association



Boating, making memories!

THE PROMOTION TARGETTED 60- to 
79-year-olds who are mortgage-free and 
own or have sold a business, and 
therefore have cash available to buy a 
boat.�Feedback from members shows 
this is the market segment seeing good 
sales activity and the campaigned aimed 
to boost it.

The advertisement screened on 
Sunday evenings during Country 
Calendar and�One News at 6pm, and 

during other documentary-type 
programmes on various days of the 
week, from November 2024 until  
March 2025.

With advice from�Neilson, 
the�independent research company, NZ 
Marine estimates that the TV promotion 
reached approximately 820,000 people in 
our�target age market, with an average 
of�six�views each of the advertisement.

The TV campaign was supported by 

strategically positioned static billboards 
in key regions, and NZ Marine’s own 
digital marketing. We also invited 
members to use the�YouTube clip on their 
own websites and in digital marketing.

This promotion was in addition to the 
normal Auckland Boat Show promotion, 
as part of the NZ Marine Board’s 
investment in promoting boating to 
assist members sales through the 
2024/25 summer season.

�3�?���2�F�W�N�S�J�c�X���9�;���F�I���H�F�R�U�F�N�L�S���â�b�'�T�F�Y�N�S�L�����2�F�P�N�S�L���2�J�R�T�W�N�J�X�c�����\�F�X���Q�N�[�J�â�Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M���Y�T���Y�M�J���2�F�W�H�M������������
Auckland Boat Show.  The promotion was based around a 15-second TV advert that simply showed 
�Y�M�J���Q�N�K�J�X�Y�^�Q�J���G�J�S�J�K�N�Y�X���T�K���G�T�F�Y�N�S�L���F�S�I���H�W�J�F�Y�N�S�L���J�[�J�W�Q�F�X�Y�N�S�L���R�J�R�T�W�N�J�X���\�N�Y�M���^�T�Z�W���K�F�R�N�Q�^���F�S�I���K�W�N�J�S�I�X���â��

NZ Marine TV ad campaign to boost boat sales 

The 'Boating, Making Memories' TVC  
featured scenes of Kiwi boating experiences.
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Positivity reigns at 2025 
Auckland Boat Show

Auckland Boat Show

EVENT NEWS

THE SHOW, IN ITS 24TH EDITION, is the annual 
launching point for new releases, and this year had 
1.3 kilometres of boats on the water, 222 boats in 
the show overall, as crowds of New Zealanders 
came out to enjoy the waterfront event. 

Organiser Stacey Cook of NZ Marine was also 
pleased with the show’s performance, showcasing 
a number of repeat exhibitors and plenty of new 
companies. 

'The show is fantastic at showcasing new 
launches, and we’ve been thrilled with the quality 
of the marine industry launches this year. From 
clever new-tech products like Sea Turner’s tender 
launching and See-LEVEL’s innovative sea-sickness 
solution, to head-turning boats like Lloyd 
Stevenson’s Catalyst tender, and the two Sunreef 
Yachts catamarans on show, we are so pleased 
with this year’s event.

Four days of exceptional sunshine and a huge 
turnout of boating enthusiasts meant exhibitors 
at the 2025 Auckland Boat Show reported a 
positive show, with strong enquiries. 

www.auckland-boatshow.com

• 24TH EDITION OF THE SHOW 

• 1.3KM OF BOATS ON THE MARINA

• 222 BOATS OVERALL 

• OVER 500 MARINE BRANDS ON DISPLAY

FROM LEFT  
NZ Marine's  
Stacey Cook, 
Tracey Stevenson, 
Mayor Wayne 
Brown and Peter 
Busfield at the 
show's Exhibitor 
Function.
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'The people who have been coming 
through the door have come with 
targeted enquiries, and plenty of 
quality buyers were coming through,' 
she said.

'In our industry, we are collaborating 
and pushing each other forward,' said 
Tracey Stevenson, President of the NZ 
Marine Industry Association at an 
exhibitor function on the Friday night. 
'It’s been a challenging time for 
business, but looking around the show 
we can see the resilience of the New 
Zealand marine industry in innovating 
and meeting these challenges.' 

At the same exhibitor function, 
Auckland Mayor Wayne Brown echoed 
Stevenson’s thoughts, welcoming the 

more than 200 businesses and 
organisations on site.

'In New Zealand, we design, build, 
store, sell and service recreational and 
commercial vessels, and it’s great to be 
here for the 24th edition of the show. 
It’s a moderately tricky market at the 
moment, but everyone here has been 
positive and friendly.'

 The show, which this year ran from 
6-9 March, is designed to showcase 
marine industry companies on and 
around the water in central Auckland, 
and attracts marine companies from 
New Zealand, Australia and further 
afield. Exhibitors had plenty of praise 
for the event and the response they had 
received to their products.

'It’s been a fun show with a great, high 
energy and we’re feeling a lot of positivity 
in the industry for the future,” said Nicky 
Malcon of JP Crafts, which had its brand-
new production RIB on display. 

'This has been our first New Zealand 
show, and we’ve been thrilled with the 
reception we’ve had here, and visitors’ 
response to the brands we represent,' 
said Short Marine’s Lauren Thomas.

'Awesome,' said R Marine’s Craig 
Torckler. 'If I had one word for this 
show, it would be awesome. Great 
show, great weather and great people.'
www.auckland-boatshow.com

EVENT NEWS

'In our industry, we 
are collaborating 
and pushing each 
other forward....'
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THIS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL EVENT 
was attended by almost 60 marine 
industry icons who are thanked for 
their part in shaping and developing 
the New Zealand marine industry to 
what it is today.  

Guests enjoyed a morning tea, 
industry updates from NZ Marine 
Executive Director Peter Busfield and 
NZ Marine President Tracey Stevenson, 
and then explored the boat show.

Industry Stalwarts gather and connect
NZ Marine hosted the annual Marine Stalwarts gathering at the Viaduct Events Centre on 7 March, 
during the 2025 Auckland Boat Show.

Marine Stalwarts Function
LEFT 
Peter Busfield 
gives guests an 
industry update 
at the stalwarts 
function.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Lance Fink and Ron Czerniak; Raewyn and Peter Jacobs, Kevin Johnson and Don Senior; Hugh Stewart, Clive Bennett, 
Keith Ingram and Brian Macken; Keith Eade and Cedric Allen; Peter Busfield, Kim McDell, Ivor Wilkins, Peter Montgomery and Jan McDell.
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'WE’RE THRILLED TO SEE such a robust 
turnout, with the largest gathering of 
superyacht attendees in the Southern 
Hemisphere,' says NZ Marine Executive 
Director Peter Busfield. 

“We know that New Zealand’s 
popularity as a refit and cruising 
destination is going from strength to 
strength, and we couldn’t be more 
pleased to host greater numbers than 
ever at our annual superyacht 
welcoming event, which marks the start 
of our summer cruising season.'

The event saw owners, captains, crew 
and industry supporters gather on 
Auckland’s waterfront to enjoy award-
winning local wines, catch up with old 
friends, and share cruising and work tips 
with those new to the country. Out of the 
50 visiting superyachts in New Zealand, 
organisers were delighted to have close to 
40 represented at the welcome function. 

'It’s great to be back,' says Captain 
Gerhard Veldman of the 86 metre SY 
Aquijo. 'We’re demanding of shipyards 
and, having been in yards in the US and 

Europe, we’re very happy with the 
quality of work here, and the structuring 
and transparency of the work and 
invoicing is fantastic.'

The event, which is hosted by NZ 
Marine and Superyacht New Zealand and 
supported by 54 companies, is a 
reflection of the work the New Zealand 
marine industry has put into attracting 
superyachts to this country’s cruising 
grounds and facilities. 
www.nzmarine.com
www.superyachtnewzealand.com

New Zealand’s 2025 superyacht season 
opens with a bang 
NZ Marine’s annual Superyacht Welcome Function, held on 5 December 2024, enjoyed a huge  
turn-out, with more than 250 owners, captains, crew and industry leaders in attendance. 

LEFT Over 250 guests 
enjoyed the superyacht 
welcome function held 
at the Wynyard Pavilion, 
Auckland.

BELOW FROM LEFT
Michelle Hooper of  
Auckland Unlimited;  
Tina Chiang, Ellie Jobe,  
Rip Takhar and Alberto  
Oliva of NZTE;  
Iain Phillips,  
Peter Busfield.

BELOW CENTRE 
Crew of SY Legend.

BELOW RIGHT  
Peter Busfield, Richard 
Low of Orams, Josh Oliver 
of Rooster Recruitment, 
Rick Jakaus of SY Cygnus 
Montanus and Clive  
Bennett of NZ Marine.

37 South
Altex Coatings
ATTEST
Auckland Boat Show
Auckland Engineering Supplies
Babcock International Group
Blue Marine Travel
Bravo Mike Maritime
Centro Marine

DM Marine Electronics
Doyle Sails
ENL Electronic Navigation
Glengarry Wines
Global Marine
HMB Marine Electrical
Hutchwilco Group
Hybrid Marine Electrical
IMED

Innovate Composites
Liquid Automation
Lusty & Blundell
Marine Detailing
Marine Propulsion
National Marine Pacific
New Zealand Superyacht Academy
North Sails
NZ Millennium Cup

Ocean Independence
Oceania Marine
Oceania Medical
Orams Marine Services
Penske New Zealand 
Port Nikau
Ray White Marine
Reid Yacht Services
Rig Pro

Rooster Recruitment
SeaKeepers
Sevenstar Yacht Transport
Silo & Viaduct Marinas 
Southern Spars
Southern Wind Yachts
Super Yacht Coatings International
Technical Equipment Supplies
Terra Cat Power Systems

The Boat Cover Company
The Chandlery / Henri Lloyd
Tidal Yachting
TNL Pindar
Viking Crew
VMG Clothing
Yachting Developments
YOA Yacht Crew
ZF Services Australia Pty Ltd

2024 Superyacht Welcome Function
Brought to you by NZ Marine and proudly supported by
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THE WORLD’S MOST�SOUTHERLY SUPERYACHT REGATTA 
kicked off with Auckland’s mayor welcoming the fleet. ‘We’d 
love to warmly welcome and acknowledge our visitors to the 
City of Sails,’ said mayor Wayne Brown. 

‘It was a special treat to meet the owner of Janice of 
Wyoming, who’s been a visitor to our city for many years. The 
course has been designed to showcase the beautiful Hauraki Gulf, 
and explore its islands. Enjoy the hospitality and all the city had 
to offer, enjoy the regatta, and I’m looking forward to the racing.’

Regatta organisers Peter Busfield and Stacey Cook�of NZ 
Marine welcomed owners, captains and crew to the 15th 
edition of the regatta at an event on Auckland’s waterfront. As 
the sun set over the Hauraki Gulf, personalised bags from 
silver sponsor Coast New Zealand were presented to each 
yacht to commemorate the regatta.

Amongst the entries was one of the ten largest sailing yachts 
in the world, Sea Eagle. With a 45,000 nautical mile world 
exploration under her belt, this contemporary schooner had more 
than proved her sea kindliness, though had yet to be tested in a 
regatta until she made her debut at the NZ Millennium Cup. 

‘This is a very large yacht to be throwing around on a race 
course with several other superyachts,’ said Sea Eagle captain 
Henry Say on the eve of racing. 

Janice of Wyoming was heartily welcomed back to the 
regatta, with her owner noting it was the 15th year the Alloy 
Yachts superyacht had competed in the event. 

Joining them on the race track, the field of yachts included 
2020 champion Kawil, repeat campaigner and regatta favourite 
Sassafras, and modern carbon fibre sloop Sharlou, while 
alongside them in the Pacific Cup Class were Innismara, 
Hikurere and Kinetic, along with classic round-the-world 
yachts Steinlager 2 and Lion New Zealand.  

On the Hauraki Gulf waters that have produced a nation of 
sailors, this year’s NZ Millennium Cup fleet saw intense racing 
across the generations, with venerated sailing names like Tom 
Schnackenberg, Mike Toppa and Tom Dodson competing with 
young guns from the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron. With 
the changeable Auckland weather in full swing, ORC chief 
measurer Zoran Grubisa was on-site to ensure a high-standard 
of handicapping. 

‘This certainly puts Auckland and New Zealand on my list 
of favourite places to be, and I’m looking forward to future 
cooperation,’ said Grubisa, giving thanks to the management 
team. 

As the final race of the 2025 NZ Millennium Cup drew to a 
close it was Kawil which was named overall series winner. The 
2020 champion put in a strong performance throughout the 
regatta, securing two first placings over four races. However, 
coming into the final race Sea Eagle, Sassafras and Sharlou 
were all within striking distance of a win.

However, as the third and final day of racing got underway 
the two Royal Huisman yachts, Sassafras and Sharlou, couldn’t 

Returning champion wins 2025 NZ Millennium Cup 

Millennium Cup

With the biggest field of entries of any recent edition, organisers of the 2025 NZ Millennium Cup knew 
the regatta was going to be an exceptional event. Featuring the return of repeat campaigners and the 
global regatta debut of some very notable yachts, excitement for the racing was at an all-time high. 

2025 NZ Millennium
Cup champion Kawil 
prepares to race.
Photo credit: Jeff Brown
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hold off Kawil’s charge to be champion. The 34 metre sloop nailed the 
final race off Rakino Island on a perfect Auckland day, cementing her 
place as a two-time NZ Millennium Cup winner. 

‘It was a great race, we had a lot of fun, and are simply proud to 
be part of the group that’s here,’ said Kawil’s owner as he accepted 
the 2025 NZ Millennium Cup. 

‘Everybody loved it here, and at the risk of sounding like the 
Oscars, thanks to all the crew who made it possible, and thank you to 
the sponsors down here in New Zealand who make it possible for all 
of us to come down here and enjoy ourselves.’

In the Pacific Cup Class, Hikurere won decisively after tight racing 
with Lion New Zealand over the three-day series. The two yachts in 
the Pacific Class Cup manned by young, keen crew showed the bright 
future of New Zealand sailing, with Lion New Zealand and third place 
Innismara finishing within a minute of each other.

‘Innismara has had a fantastic regatta and we’re very grateful for 
the Pacific Cup and competition,’ said Innismara’s Olivia Wimsett, 
adding that the Innismara crew mentors on bigger yachts should be 
on watch for next year’s regatta. 

‘The afterguard on the superyachts better watch out, we’re coming 
for them.’

The NZ Millennium Cup will return in 2026, but whether Kawil 
returns to defend her title remains to be seen. The event is the world’s 
most southerly superyacht regatta and is becoming well-known as a 
must-do for yacht owners who like to get off the beaten track. 

The regatta is designed by the NZ Marine Export Group to 
highlight the importance of the superyacht sector in New Zealand’s 
marine industry, as well as showcase some of the country’s most 
visually striking cruising grounds in a unique manner. 
millenniumcup.com

FRIENDS

1 – 4 FEBRUARY 2025

Join us in 2026, 31 January – 3 February in Auckland, New Zealand

millenniumcup.com

SUPPLIERSMEDIA PARTNER

PLATINUM SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS
PREFERRED VEHICLE SUPPLIER

GOLD SPONSORS

HOSTED BYFUNCTION SPONSORS

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT The mighty Sea Eagle really stood out; round-the-world racers Steinlager 2 and Lion New Zealand;  
the victorious crew of SY Kawil; catamaran Kinetic; guests enjoying the hospitality at the Millennium Cup HQ.
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Second Moana Auckland Festival makes a splash

Moana Auckland Festival  

EVENT NEWS

THE EVENT IS presented by T�taki Auckland Unlimited, on
behalf of Auckland Council, and has proved to be a popular 
and growing family-friendly summer festival.

NZ Millennium Cup 
The 2025 NZ Millennium Cup was a major element of the Moana 
Auckland Ocean Festival. Five beautiful superyachts raced on 
the Hauraki Gulf to vie for the coveted Millennium Cup trophy, 
and five yachts under 24 metres raced for the Pacific Cup.  (See 
pages 12 and 13 for a full report on this wonderful regatta.)

Sail GP Auckland
The ITM New Zealand Sail Grand Prix came to a dramatic close 
with an Australian win on local waters on Sunday 19 January.  

Championship Sunday rounded out a wet and wild weekend 
in the City of Sails – where the league’s 11-strong national 
fleet came to grips with new high-speed titanium T-Foils in 
gusty, turbulent conditions. More than 25,000 supporters came 
along for the show, including a sold-out grandstand of 8000 
fans per day and more than 4000 watching from the official 
spectator fleet.

SailGP CEO and co-founder Sir Russell Coutts agreed: “This 
weekend in Auckland has been an incredible showcase for our 
sport – with thousands of spectators, passionate fans and top-
flight racing right in the heart of the city.”
sailgp.com

PIC Harbour Classic 
The PIC Harbour Classic held on 1 March was a resounding 
success, with 76 yachts taking to the Waitemat� Harbour in a 
spectacular celebration of sailing.  More than just a race, the 
event was a true sailing festival, bringing together an 
eclectic mix of boats and sailors, from seasoned competitors 
to first-timers. 

With yachts from across Auckland and the Bay of Islands, the 
event welcomed all, creating an inclusive and exciting experience 
that showcased the joy of being on the water.

Great summer weather and a range of exciting events meant the second Moana Auckland, New 
Zealand’s largest ocean festival, successfully showcased Auckland’s incredible marine setting to 
locals and visitors alike in early 2025.

Yachts large and small compete 
in the PIC Harbour Classic. 
Photo: LiveSailDie

Fast and furious action in front of the 
grandstand at the Auckland SailGP event.
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Moana Auckland Sustainability Expo 
This inaugural expo on 22 and 23 February gave 
visitors to the Viaduct Events Centre the opportunity 
to explore the importance of ocean conservation. 
Tane Tarlton, grandson of marine legend Kelly 
Tarlton, was at the expo with his 6-metre lifeboat, in 
which he plans to circumnavigate New Zealand to 
raise awareness about critical issues facing New 
Zealand’s marine ecosystems. 

The expo also featured other interesting displays 
such as woven mussel ropes, a digital aquarium and 
carvings made from recycled fishing nets, as well as 
an inspiring speaker series.

Auckland Wooden Boat Festival  
– Talks and Tours Edition 
The Auckland Wooden Boat Festival ran a series of 
engaging talks on waka building, navigation, women 
at sea, history, environment, classic-vessel 
community building and the next generation of boat 
builders.�The story of the famous William C Daldy – 
a historic tugboat saved from the scrapheap by 
volunteers – was a highlight.

Auckland  
Boat Show
The Auckland Boat Show from 
6-9 March was a great success 
and was a centrepiece event for 
Moana Auckland. (See pages 8 
and 9 for the full report.)

Waterski University 
World Champs 
THIS YEAR WAS THE FIRST 
TIME Auckland has hosted the 
Waterski University World 
Champs, with racing held at the 
�r�kei Basin from 26 February 
to 2 March. 

The event was truly 
international, with 80 
participants from 19 countries 
competing in slalom, tricks and 
jump categories. It encompassed 
both the original format of water 
skiing, developed close to a 
century ago, alongside newer 
disciplines such as 
wakeboarding, barefoot skiing, 
ski racing, cable skiing, disabled 
skiing and wake surf.

�(�Q�F�X�X�N�H���Q�F�Z�S�H�M�J�X���T�S���Y�M�J���<�F�N�Y�J�R�F�Y	!���T�S���&�Z�H�P�Q�F�S�I�� 
Anniversary Day. Photo: LiveSailDie

LEFT Great weather made for  
a large, positive crowd at the  
Auckland Boat Show.

ABOVE Traditional carving 
demonstration at the Auckland 
Wooden Boat Festival.

THIS CELEBRATION OF THE 
CLASSIC KIWI ‘BOMB’ 
culminated in the grand final on 
1 March at the new ocean pool at 
Karanga Plaza, next to Te Wero 
pedestrian bridge. Around 2000 
people competed over summer, 
with 130 kids, youth and adults 
making it to the final.  

A highlight of the day for 
many was the Famous Faces 
Jump, featuring people like 
swimming champion Lewis 
Clareburt and former rugby 
player Piri Weepu. Minister for 
Sports and Recreation Mark 
Mitchell was there to present 
medals, but surprised the crowd 
by taking the plunge himself.

Z Manu  
World Champs 

Tane Tarlton

Waterski University 
World Champs 
THIS YEAR WAS THE FIRST 
TIME Auckland has hosted the 
Waterski University World 
Champs, with racing held at the 
�r�kei Basin from 26 February 
to 2 March. 

The event was truly 
international, with 80 
participants from 19 countries 
competing in slalom, tricks and 
jump categories. It encompassed 
both the original format of water 
skiing, developed close to a 
century ago, alongside newer 
disciplines such as 
wakeboarding, barefoot skiing, 
ski racing, cable skiing, disabled 
skiing and wake surf.

Auckland 
Anniversary Day  
Regatta 2025 
The annual Anniversary Day 
regatta kicked off Moana 
Auckland with an impressive 
fleet of tugboats and classic 
launches putting on a 
spectacular show for crowds of 
spectators at Westhaven. Among 
the stars were the waka ama 
paddlers, who battled strong 
winds, with competitors of all 
ages from teenagers to those in their 70s represented among the crews. 

Murrays Bay Sailing Club hosted a 130-strong fleet of young Optimist and Starling 
sailors, braving blustery conditions to race in their Auckland Championships. In the 
Viaduct Harbour the dragon boat racing event was fiercely contested by 30 enthusiastic 
crews, while radio-controlled yachts put on a captivating show for passers-by on the 
Westhaven Promenade. 
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�<�M�F�S�L	!�W�J�N���2�F�W�N�Y�N�R�J���+�J�X�Y�N�[�F�Q����������

ORGANISERS SAY that from the moment the Navy’s littoral 
manoeuvre craft arrived, festival-goers knew they were in 
for something special. Crowds gathered to see these 
impressive vessels up close, setting the tone for a weekend 
packed with action, history and adventure.

Classic yacht lovers were in for a treat as Rawhiti, 
Windborne and Arcturus graced the harbour, their elegant 
lines and rich histories drawing admirers. These vessels 
weren’t just for looking at — each had a story to tell, 
connecting past and present in a way that only classic 
yachts can. For those with an eye on the future, Ocean Flyer 
took the stage to share their vision of electric ‘seagliders’, 
sparking conversations about how innovation and 
sustainability will shape maritime and coastal travel.

With record crowds creating a distinctive a buzz that still 
lingers, the Whang�rei Maritime Festival has become a 
significant event on the city’s calendar. This year’s festival 
will be held on 11-12 October.
whangareimaritimefestival.co.nz

�9�M�J���<�M�F�S�L	!�W�J�N���\�F�Y�J�W�K�W�T�S�Y���H�F�R�J���F�Q�N�[�J���F�Y���Y�M�J�������������<�M�F�S�L	!�W�J�N���2�F�W�N�Y�N�R�J���+�J�X�Y�N�[�F�Q�����F�S���J�[�J�S�Y���\�M�N�H�M��
entertained both locals and visitors and reinforced the city’s image as New Zealand’s ultimate 
maritime playground.

�<�M�F�S�L	!�W�J�N���2�F�W�N�Y�N�R�J���+�J�X�Y�N�[�F�Q��
brings waterfront alive

Classic wooden boats (top) and a simulated Coastguard rescue 
were among the attractions on offer at the festival.
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Hutchwilco NZ Boat Show 2025

THE SHOW, AT AUCKLAND SHOWGROUNDS, provides new 
and seasoned boaties and fishers the opportunity to check 
out the latest boats, engines, trailers, electronics, and 
accessories. With over 200 exhibitors and 40 boat brands on 
display, there’s something for everyone.

The latest in trailer technology will be on display at the new 
Trailer Hub, featuring trailers, trailer parts and ‘Trailer 101’ 
sessions covering everything boaties need to know about 
towing. A swag of new boats will also be launched by 
exhibitors at the show.

‘Sealebrity’ and long-term Shimano pro-staffer Matt Watson 
will be headlining the ever-popular Shimano Masterclass series, 
which will be held in the Shimano Fishing Pavilion — a huge, 
340m² area where visitors will also be able to check out the full 
suite of Shimano fishing gear, chat with the knowledgeable 
Shimano NZ staff, and test their mettle on the Shimano Fishing 

Simulators. New for the 2025 show will be a ‘fireside chat’ format 
on the Shimano Sofa, where Matt Watson will lead discussions 
with other pro-staffers on a wide array of fishing topics.

One lucky attendee at the 2025 Hutchwilco New Zealand 
Boat Show will also score the ultimate prize: a Surtees/
Yamaha boat package worth over $360,000. All tickets 
purchased online before midnight on May 12 will be eligible for 
a bonus entry into the draw.

The Hutchwilco New Zealand Boat Show prides itself on 
being a family-friendly event, and there will be loads for the 
kids to do. Fishing activations, scale powerboat racing, bumper 
boats, a rodeo shark and a huge inflatable pirate ship are all on 
offer to keep the kids entertained. The best news is that all the 
rides are free with an entry ticket. Kids aged 5 and under are 
free, while tickets are only $5 for children aged 6-15.
boatshow.co.nz

World of boating on display at 2025 Hutchwilco 
New Zealand Boat Show
The Hutchwilco New Zealand Boat Show, New Zealand’s largest and longest-running boat show, 
returns to Auckland on 15-18 May 2025, with more to offer than ever before.
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NZ Marine members from far and 
wide gathered for the one-day 2024 
NZ Marine Conference at NZ Marine 
HQ in Auckland, on 8 August 2024. 

A STRONG LINE�UP OF SPEAKERS included international 
guests Darren Vaux, Australian-based President of the 
International Council of Marine Industry Associations (ICOMIA), 
and UK-based Joe Lynch, the organisation’s CEO. �Darren and 
Joe gave delegates valuable insight into the global marine 
industry and their outlook for the future, as well as an overview 
of ICOMIA’s Pathways to Decarbonisation Study. 

An eye-opening session on Artificial Intelligence by 
SupaHuman AI CEO Dave Howden inspired delegates to 
embrace the power of AI, and emphasised the need to adopt 
the technology to stay competitive. It was followed by a panel 
discussion involving Sarah Trotman of Business Mentors NZ, 
Michael Eaglen of EV Maritime and Ken Sinclair of Marinerslog, 
discussing their AI experiences with Dave of SupaHuman AI.

Delegates also enjoyed presentations on current 
immigration laws, cyber security insurance, business 
mentoring services, free trade agreements, and guidance on 

how businesses should navigate the current economic climate.
Darren and Joe of ICOMIA topped off their brief visit to New 

Zealand with a tour of the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, 
visiting the America’s Cup with NZ Marine Executive Director 
Peter Busfield and NZ Marine President Tracey Stevenson. 

AI features  
at 2024 NZ 
Marine Industry 
Conference 

NZ Marine Industry Conference 2024

ABOVE Darren Vaux of ICOMIA addresses delegates at the one-day conference.

LEFT 
Darren Vaux  
(left) and Joe 
Lynch of ICOMIA 
with NZ Marine  
President  
Tracey Stevenson  
and the Auld Mug.
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�1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���&�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�H�V��

�+�+�L�L�J�J�K�K�H�H�V�V�W�W�����4�4�X�X�D�D�O�O�L�L�W�W�\�\ �����6�6�W�W�U�U�X�X�F�F�W�W�X�X�U�U�D�D�O�O�����)�) �L�L�E�E�U�U�H�H�����5�5�H�H�L�L�Q�Q�I�I�R�R�U�U�F�F�H�H�P�P�H�H�Q�Q�W�W�V�V����

Sourced From the Worlds Leading Suppliers. 
Toleranced for Areal Weight, Fibr e Orientation, Width, Thickness. 

Full Traceability of Fibre and Construction Certs 
Full Rolls, Part Rolls. 

Certified: Woven Cloth, Stitched NCF, UniTape in Stitched & ��Thermoset 
Forms. Secondary Bonding Tapes. 

Carbon Fibre Std Mod, IM, HM, UHM 1k, 3k, 6k,12k, ��24k�� 50k
E-Glass, Aramid, Basalt, Innegra

Sourced from the World’s Leading Suppliers.
Toleranced for Aerial Weight, Fibre Orientation, Width, Thickness.

Full Traceability of Fibre and Construction Certs.
Full Rolls, Part Rolls.

�(�J�W�Y�N�*�J�I�����<�T�[�J�S���(�Q�T�Y�M�����8�Y�N�Y�H�M�J�I���3�(�+�����:�S�N�9�F�U�J���N�S���8�Y�N�Y�H�M�J�I�������9�M�J�W�R�T�X�J�Y��
Forms. Secondary Bonding Tapes.

�(�F�W�G�T�S���+�N�G�W�J���8�Y�I���2�T�I�����.�2�����-�2�����:�-�2�����P�������P�������P���������P���������P���������P
E-Glass, Aramid, Basalt, Innegra.

THE EVENT WILL COMMENCE with a 
welcome function on the Monday evening, 
and conclude after lunch on Wednesday.

The conference is a prime executive-
level upskilling event for marine company 
CEOs, owners and senior managers, 
enabling them to gain a competitive edge, 
learn new skills and ideas from a line-up 
of top speakers and industry peers, and 

take advantage of the excellent 
networking opportunities.

We are delighted to confirm that Ross 
Blackman returns as our MC, and former 
Olympic rower and now Mayor of Tauranga 
Mahe Drysdale will open the event.
Details will be notified to members via 
Fastmail. Please contact Caroline Gibson 
if you have any questions.

NZ Marine Industry Conference 2025: 11-13 August
The 2025 NZ Marine Industry 
Conference will be held 
Monday 11 August to 
Wednesday 13 August at the 
Trinity Wharf Hotel in 
Tauranga. 
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Boating After 5 Events

RAYGLASS CEO DEAN HARRIS thanked everyone for their attendance and offered special thanks to the whole Rayglass team, 
industry suppliers and the many businesses and contractors involved in the build of the new facility.�rayglass.co.nz

Rayglass Boats, 
Auckland  
Over 130 marine industry guests 
and Rayglass team members 
gathered on 25 September 2024 to 
celebrate the official opening of the 
impressive new Rayglass 
production facility in Takanini, and 
�J�S�O�T�^���F���'�T�F�Y�N�S�L���&�K�Y�J�W�������K�Z�S�H�Y�N�T�S���â�â

A GREAT TURNOUT of members enjoyed touring 
the three facilities, followed by refreshments and 
networking in the Superyacht Coatings premises.
superyachtcoatings.com   hutchesonboats.co.nz
vesselworks.co.nz

Tauranga 
A joint Boating After 5 was held in 
Tauranga on 7 May 2024, co-hosted by 
Superyacht Coatings, Vessel Works and 
Hutcheson Boat Builders. 

FROM LEFT Ben Steele addresses guests; Bruce Dickie, Jan Saull, Holly Dukeson and Doug Dukeson; members of the Commercial Vessel 
Group with Brett Patterson of Boating NZ.

EVENT NEWS
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HARKEN NZ IS A COMPANY of many hats, with 
several different channels and staff with close 
to 200 years of marine experience between 
them. Their Harken Fosters showroom has 
everything a yachtie needs, from traditional 
marine hardware, Harken winches, hydraulics 
and blocks, to a wide range of sailing gear.
harken.co.nz

Harken, Auckland 
NZ Marine members shared an 
enjoyable evening at the Boating 
After 5 function hosted by Harken in 
Westhaven on 7 November 2024. 

THE EVENT WAS also an opportunity to hear 
from directors of Nova Scotia shipyard AF 
Theriault & Sons, who are in partnership with 
EV Maritime to bring EV Maritime’s battery 
electric fast ferries to Halifax, Canada.
evmaritime.com

EV Maritime, Auckland  
NZ Marine members gathered at EV Maritime’s base in 
Auckland on 13 June 2024 for an enjoyable Boating 
After 5 networking function, learning more about the 
company’s aim to decarbonise the harbour cities of the 
world, starting with Auckland.  

EVENT NEWS

ABOVE Attendees view the Harken Fosters showroom. BELOW LEFT: Marieanna 
Barnaby of Viking Crew, Craig Roe of Reid Yacht Services and Ian Cook of Yachting 
Developments. BELOW RIGHT: Grant Blewett of Harken gives members an update 
on the company's activities.

FAR LEFT 
EV Maritime CEO 
Michael Eaglen  
addresses  
attendees. 

LEFT
Giles Theriault of 
the AF Theriault 
shipyard updates 
attendees on its 
project with EV 
Maritime.
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America’s Cup Win

EVENT NEWS

New Zealand Marine Industry celebrates 
Emirates Team New Zealand’s successful  
defence of the 37th America’s Cup

IN A THRILLING WEEK OF RACING, 
New Zealand marine innovation enabled 
new records to be set on the waters of 
Barcelona. As the globe’s leading sailors 
battled it out on the water, it was the 
New Zealand technology behind teams 
which allowed this pinnacle of human 
achievement on the water to reach new 
heights.�It’s the marine equivalent of 
Formula 1, and a coup for this small 
Southern Ocean country for which 
connectivity to the sea is an integral 
part of our DNA. 

While New Zealand sailors are 
considered among the world’s best, the 

best of this country’s marine technology 
and innovation are used both by its own 
team, and by the international teams 
contesting the America’s Cup. From the 
design of the AC75s - the yachts which 
have set a new America’s Cup record 
speed, a blistering 102 km/h - to the 
team chase boats on the water, and the 
components powering the foiling yachts 
to greater speeds, New Zealand 
companies are at the forefront of design 
and development.  �

New Zealand’s Marine and 
Specialised Technologies Academy 
(MAST) trains up to 700 marine 

innovation specialists and boatbuilders 
a year, in a programme which has now 
been syndicated around the world.  

With the introduction of foiling 
monohulls to the event, New Zealand 
companies have pioneered advanced 
manufacturing techniques resulting in 
the lightest, fastest and strongest boats 
possible. At Southern Spars’ Auckland 
headquarters, it built 26.5 metre carbon 
fibre masts for a number of teams to fit 
the tight requirements of the class, 
while North Sails supplied sails for both 
the women’s and youth AC40 events, as 
well as to ETNZ.

The NZ Marine Industry Association congratulates Emirates Team New Zealand, winners of the 
37th America’s Cup. The association says ETNZ’s win against the best of the United Kingdom, 
Italy, Switzerland, France and the United States is further evidence that New Zealand has the 
world’s best sailors and is leading the world in boatbuilding innovation and technology.
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Adhesive Technologies New Zealand 
supplied the resins and adhesives for the 
ETNZ boats, hydrogen and land-speed 
record craft and rigs, as well as supplying 
other teams in the competition.   

Gurit supplied composite 
engineering services, while C-Tech has 
been supplying battens to the America’s 
Cup since 2003. It has an advanced 
research and development focus to 
keep pushing the boundaries with not 
only battens but a number of other 
composite components capable of 
withstanding the forces experienced on 
America’s Cup boats.  

On the water, Rayglass Boats (right),
Salthouse Coach Boats (left), and
Lloyd Stevenson Boatbuilders (above) 
have all supplied chase and support 
boats for the cup. Lloyd Stevenson 
Boatbuilders also built Catalyst support 
vessels for INEOS. 

Rayglass Boats also supplied 30 
boats, which were on display at the 
Barcelona race village after they were 

shipped to the event from the company’s 
base in Auckland. 

New Zealand technology innovator 
Predictwind provided category-leading 
weather forecasting to the America’s 
Cup teams, as it does for local boaters 
worldwide, providing specific forecasting 
for 20,000 sites globally. 

PURE Design & Engineering is another 
New Zealand company using innovation 
to pave the way. It engineered the one-

design foil arms used by all the teams as 
well as providing engineering expertise 
across a number of other components.��

With the America’s Cup reaching an 
extensive worldwide audience, New 
Zealand’s ability to push new records is 
set to reach even greater heights. The 
New Zealand Marine Industry has been 
proud to support Emirates Team New 
Zealand, and help create New Zealand’s 
America’s Cup boats for 35 years.��

 �

NZ MARINE WAS 
PLEASED with the trade 
delegation and onsite 
representation at the 
37th America’s Cup in 
Barcelona. In particular, 
the NZ Marine Trade Day 
on Tuesday 15 October 
was very well received, 
with additional members 
joining the morning 
presentations and visiting 
the world-class 
superyacht refit facilities 
at MB92 shipyard.

NZ Marine trade delegation to Barcelona

LEFT TO RIGHT: Peter Lester, Alberto Bola (IMG Partner), Tara Morton (New Zealand Ambassador to Spain), Elena Ortuno (NZTE), Kim 
and Brent Rubbo (The Marina Brokerage), Mark Wightman (IMG), Gareth Hodson (ENL), Alberto Oliva (NZTE), Jordi Carrasco (ANEN), 
Simon Jennings (HMB Electrical), Chris Lynch-Blosse (ATTEST), Elise Jennings (HMB), Jose Luis Fayos (ANEN), Brian Firman (Profile 
Boats), Jordi (Balearic Island Cluster), Dean Harris (Rayglass), Stacey Cook and Peter Busfield (NZ Marine).

As well as the 
best of New 
Zealand's marine 
technology being 
utilised for the 
race yachts 
themselves, Kiwi 
companies also 
supplied fleets 
of chase and 
support boats 
for the regatta.

LEFT A Catalyst tender 
built by Lloyd Stevenson 
Boatbuilders delivers the 
Louis Vuitton Trophy to 
Ineos Britannia.
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NZ MARINE PACIFIC NETWORKING

August 2024

IN AUGUST 2024, NZ Marine hosted 
superyacht and cruising yacht owners, 
captains and crew from 15 vessels in Fiji, 
promoting New Zealand as a destination. 

The event also provided a 
networking platform for 12 companies: 
North Sails, Volpower, Blue Marine 

Travel, Oceania Marine, 37South, Rig 
Pro, Orams Marine, Liquid Automation, 
Half Moon Bay Electrical, Silo and 
Viaduct Marinas, National Marine 
Pacific and Power Equipment. 

NZ Marine Executive Director Peter 
Busfield welcomed the attendees and 

thanked everyone for their support. 
Cynthia Rasch, CEO of Port Denarau 
Marina, noted the strong, ongoing 
working relationship between Fiji and 
New Zealand, and the collaborative 
approach in promoting the South Pacific 
to visiting cruisers and superyachts.

NZ Marine 
networking 
event, Tahiti 
July 2024

MEMBERS MET WITH LOCAL SUPERYACHT 
OWNERS, captains, agents and marina managers, 
all of whom enjoyed the opportunity to find out 
more about New Zealand as a great cruising and 
refit destination. Feedback from the event was very 
positive, with one superyacht captain reporting how 
useful it was to meet key industry figures before 
heading to New Zealand.

ABOVE LEFT 
Peter Busfield with  
the captain and owner 
of SY Kawil.

ABOVE 
Peter Busfield addresses 
attendees at the net-
working event in Tahiti.

NZ Marine networking event, Fiji  

ABOVE AND RIGHT Guests enjoying the NZ Marine 
networking function at Sails, Denerau Marina.

NZ Marine hosted a successful 
networking event in Tahiti on 11 July. 
Ten NZ Marine companies were 
represented at the function held at 
Yellowfin Restaurant, Marina Taina. 

NZ Marine Pacific Networking
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SECTOR GROUPS

CPC group welcomes new member
THE CPC FLYER and swing-tags will again be distributed to dealers exhibiting at the 
2025 Hutchwilco NZ Boat Show in May.  The group’s A4 advert and the pull-up banner 
design (for display at shows) has been updated with new members that are plated.  

Promotion of the group over the past year has included LinkedIn, Facebook and 
Instagram posts, as well as regular advertising in Boating New Zealand and Pacific 
Powerboat magazines. 
www.cpcstandard.com

In the past 12 months the 
group has welcomed King 
Watercraft of Christchurch 
to the programme.  

MEMBERS WERE GIVEN an update on recent NZ Marine projects and events such as growing superyacht visitation, the 
updated Destination & Cruising NZ publication, Auckland Boat Show and an industry training update from MAST Academy.

Following the meeting, members took a short walk along the marina for the Boating After 5 event at Harken NZ.

Joint sector 
group meets
A meeting of the NZ Marine 
Boatbuilders & Refit and Yacht 
Agents joint sector group was 
held on Thursday 7 November 
at NZ Marine and was well 
attended. 

THE MEETING WAS a chance for 
members to become informed and 
discuss any concerns they have on the 
subject.  

A panel comprised of Edwin Aragon 
of Navico, Morgan Brodie of Lusty & 
Blundell and Jeremy Peacock of Enertec 

reported on their experiences with 
lithium batteries. Edwin gave a 
PowerPoint presentation providing a 
high-level coverage of the subject, 
including the variations in battery types, 
safety risks, signs of battery failure and 
safe charging practices.

A more in-depth discussion on the 
subject will be held at this year’s NZ 
Marine conference, to be held in 
Tauranga in August (see page19).  

Lithium batteries 
discussion
Members of the CPC manufacturers 
group and the Outboard Motor Importers/
Distributors Group were invited to a 
meeting to discuss the safe use of 
lithium batteries, held on 7 March during 
the Auckland Boat Show.  

ABOVE NZ Marine members  
receive an update on lithium batteries.
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School Experiences:

•  School to Work:  
Launch it  programme

•  Career Expos and 
Industry Tours

Partnerships Courses:

•  Ahei Marine

Pre-Trades: 
CAMPUS�BASED

•  A Taste of Marine Trades

•  Introduction to  
Composites and 
Boatbuilding

  

Leadership Training:

•  MAST Workplace Trainer

•  NZ Certi�cate in Business 
– Introduction to Team  
Leadership

•  NZ Certi�cate in  
Competitive Systems  
and Practices 
– Lean Manufacturing

Post-Trade:

•  Diploma level course in   
Project Management

Apprenticeships:

•  Boatbuilding with 
specialisations in : Alloy, 
Composites or Wood  
(Production & Custom)

•  Composites (Levels 3 & 4)

•  Engineering 

 – Marine Systems

 – Outboard Technician  
 & Powerboat Rigging

•  Industrial Textiles

•  Marine Coatings  
(Interior & Exterior)

•  Marine Interiors

•  Marina Operations  
– Boatyard or Facilities

•  Sail Making (Composite)

•  Yacht Rigging & Yacht Spar 
Making (Composite)  

MAST ACADEMY 
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With a commitment to excellence, innovation and industry 
collaboration MAST Academy is setting the standard for 
skilled workforce training in the marine and specialised 
technologies. As New Zealand’s leading provider we 
ensure that apprentices not only acquire exceptional skills 
but also emerge as future leaders in their �elds.

BUILDING STRONG RELATIONSHIPS

At the heart of MAST Academy’s success is its partnership 
model, which brings together employers, learners, and 
MAST training. This collaborative approach ensures 
apprentices receive both technical training and real-
world industry experience, setting them up for long-term 
success.

Apprentices are at the core of everything we do, and our 
industry-quali�ed Training Advisors play a vital role in 
their learning journey. Across the country, at any given 
time, they support over 500 apprentices, providing 
essential guidance to help them stay on track with their 
learning. 

A key initiative to further support training is the expansion 
of Workplace Trainers, who play a critical role in mentoring 
apprentices within businesses. We are working to increase 
the number of trained mentors to create a stronger 
support system for learners. Additionally, we have 
developed leadership programmes that equip the industry 
with the skills needed to manage teams and mentor 
apprentices effectively.

CAREER PATHWAYS SET IN MOTION

Our School to Work team engages students through 
career expos, roadshows, industry tours and classroom 
sessions, helping them explore potential career pathways. 
In their �nal two years of school, students have the 
opportunity to gain practical workplace experience. The 
Launch it – School to Work programme is the only one of 
its kind in New Zealand, introducing students to the sector 
and offering them the chance to earn credits toward an 
industry quali�cation.

Our new campus-based pre-trade training is a major 
achievement for both MAST Academy and the marine 
sector. Delivered in 12-week blocks throughout the year, 
A Taste of Marine Trades and introductory courses in 

boatbuilding and composites offer a practical introduction 
to various marine trades. Students have the opportunity 
to connect with marine and composite businesses through 
on-site visits and hands-on experiences. By linking pre-
trade training with employment, these courses bene�t 
both students and employers, building the necessary 
skill base and paving the way for a smooth transition into 
apprenticeships, while giving employers the opportunity to 
discover new talent.

NAVIGATING THE FUTURE

In October 2024, MAST Academy submitted feedback to 
the Ministry of Education on the proposed redesign of 
the Vocational Education and Training (VET) system. We 
advocated for a funding model that supports managed 
apprenticeships, ensuring PTEs like MAST, can continue 
delivering high-quality, learner-focused education. We 
emphasised that any VET redesign should prioritise 
�exibility, responsiveness, and the integration of diverse 
industry and learner needs.

We also urged the Minister to adopt the ‘Independent 
Model’ for MAST Academy’s Work-Based Learning reforms, 
as it aligns with industry expectations while minimising 
disruption. Our holistic, learner-centric approach, 
which includes training, assessment and pastoral care 
through managed apprenticeships with up to six visits 
annually, meets and exceeds both learner and employer 
expectations.

As the marine industry evolves, MAST Academy remains 
ready to continuously re�ne its training programmes and 
services to meet industry demands. Additionally, through 
our pre-trade courses, digital learning tools and leadership 
programmes, MAST is dedicated to building a future 
where skilled professionals and industry thrives and 
New Zealand’s marine trades and specialised technology 
sectors remain world-class.

Inside our vision for excellence in industry training

Chris van der Hor 
Chief Executive 
MAST Academy

MAST ACADEMY 



www.nzmarine.com  I  Autumn 202528

MAST ACADEMY 

Growth and success
Visit our news pages to explore these and more  
stories about our MAST apprentices and graduates  
and their journeys.

A massive passion project
In 2024, MAST graduate Josh Vogels and his 
brother Arnie, an apprentice, navigated the intense 
demands in the build of Taihoro, thriving on the 
challenges and teamwork required. United by their 
passion for boatbuilding and the project, Josh and 
Arnie were in Barcelona for the Louis Vuitton 37th 
America’s Cup as part of the Emirates Team NZ’s 
shore and build crew, sharing another incredible 
opportunity on the world stage.

From sailing to sail making
As sailors and sailmakers Ella Beever and Phoebe 
Buckland shared with MAST the learning opportunities 
and experiences they have had since they began 
their apprenticeships at Evolution Sails. It not only 
provided them with valuable hands-on experience but 
also blends their passion for sailing with a promising 
career path.

A career change that connects
Barry Upokomanu’s career journey went from driving 
forklifts in a warehouse to �nding the perfect role 
that connects to his love for the outdoors, �shing, and 
diving. Barry seized the opportunity to join the team at 
Gulf Harbour Marina and pursued an apprenticeship 
in Boatyard Operations. Now a proud graduate of 
the programme, Barry re�ects on his journey with 
pride and encourages future apprentices to embrace 
careers in the marina industry.

Leadership matters
Read two inspiring stories of leadership growth. 
One highlights a team at Rayglass, where workplace 
training is empowering six staff members to take 
on greater responsibilities. The other follows 
Ethan Holland’s journey from apprentice to 
General Manager at Makaira Boats, showcasing 
how leadership training has shaped his approach 
to guiding both his team and the company toward 
future success.

Scan the QR code 
here or go to: 

mastacademy.com/
news-video
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MAST welcomes pre-trades students
MAST Academy reached an exciting milestone with the launch of its �rst 
campus-based training in Feburary. The �rst cohort of students came 
together to begin A Taste of Marine Trades, a hands-on introduction to the 
marine industries.

While work-based apprenticeships and MAST’s School to Work programme 
remains at the heart of what we do, our new campus-based training offers 
an additional career entry point and pathway for those entering the marine 
and composite trades.

The 12-week pre-trade course, based at MAST’s Auckland campus, 
will run throughout the year, offering small class sizes and hands-on 
training, equipping students with the skills and con�dence to step into 
apprenticeships.

MAST Training Manager Joe Daw appreciates the strong industry support, 
with companies like Total Marine Group in Auckland stepping forward to 
fund scholarships. “This is just the beginning,” says Joe. “There are great 
opportunities for other industry leaders to get involved.”

MAST is actively connecting students with industry through workplace 
visits and placements, ensuring they gain real-world experience. Providing 
employers with motivated, work-ready people is essential for the growth 
and sustainability of the industry, while also giving students a strong 
foundation to launch their careers.

MAST’s campus tutor, Warren Jones, has been impressed by the students’ 
enthusiasm. “They’re curious, asking great questions and really thinking 
things through,” he says. With years of experience from his time at Southern 
Spars, Warren knows the value of hands-on learning. “They’re already well 
into their �rst project – a paddleboard – and there’s plenty of debate about 
whether it will hold all of them at once,” he adds with a smile.

MAST Academy Workplace  
Trainer Certi�cate

A three-month online module for 
trainers supporting apprentices. 

Learning to Lead

This six-month course (delivered 
over six workshops) combines 
practical workplace application with 
leadership development. It covers 
goal setting and collaborative team 
leadership skills to build stronger 
teams, leading to the NZ Certi�cate 
in Business – Introduction to 
Leadership quali�cation.

Introduction to Productivity 
Excellence – Lean Manufacturing

This introductory course equips your 
teams with the foundational skills 
to apply continuous improvement 
concepts in your workplace.

Productivity Excellence  
– Lean Manufacturing

An advanced course designed 
for team leaders, managers, and 
business owners who play a key 
role in implementing continuous 
improvement programmes. This 
course is ideal for organisations 
looking to embed a culture 
of productivity and ongoing 
improvement.

To strengthen leadership and 
retain talent, MAST Academy 
offers leadership and mentoring 
courses, tailored to the marine and 
specialised technology industries. 
Enquire about these courses today 
to invest in your teams future!

As industry partners, if you would like to connect with  

MAST’s pre-trade training, we’d love to hear from you. 

Also, if you know someone interested in starting a career in  

the marine trades, please email careers@mastacademy.com Find out more about our leadership and 
business courses at mastacademy.com



Auckland’s Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron set the stage for a memorable evening of recognition 
and camaraderie in March this year, as the newest graduates in the marine, composite and industrial 
textile sectors celebrated alongside family, friends and colleagues. Keynote speaker William Pike inspired 
and entertained the audience, even pausing for a full-room sel�e before the presentation of certi�cates. 
Graduates took the stage alongside their MAST Training Advisors, many of whom had guided them 
through their three to four-year apprenticeship journey. Reid Wilson spoke on behalf of the graduates, 
acknowledging that the celebration “also belongs to everyone who has helped us on our way,” emphasising 
that the journey is a shared one. Several standout apprentices and award winners were recognised for their 
exceptional achievements – these rising stars featured here are certainly the future leaders to watch! 

 

Reid Wilson of Lloyd Stevenson Boatbuilders, 
winner of the 2024 Outstanding Marine 
Graduate award, has built an impressive 
career. With three quali�cations in composite 
and wooden boatbuilding, plus marine 
interiors, he is a highly skilled and versatile 
craftsperson. Starting in MAST Academy’s 
School to Work programme, he has become 
one of NZ’s top young boatbuilders. Samantha 
McNaughton, Deputy Chief Executive of 
Hanga-Aro-Rau, presented the award.

Avi Sharma of Hobsonville Marina earned 
his employer’s respect through a strong 
work ethic. Excelling in his Marina Facilities 
and Boatyard Operations apprenticeship, 
he received the 2024 Outstanding Marina 
Operations Graduate award from Chris 
Galbraith, Chair of the NZ Marina Operators 
Association.

Vernon Louw of Ovlov Marine Gulf Harbour, 
has mentored countless apprentices with 
patience and precision. A former Navy 
weapons �tter, his leadership makes him an 
outstanding trainer. Vernon was awarded 
the 2024 Workplace Trainer of the Year, 
presented by Joe Daw of MAST Academy.

Jody Ellis from Senator Boats received the 
2024 Dale Carnegie Emerging Leader award 
from Brett MacLeod. Recognised for his 
leadership potential and dedication, Jody 
has the full support of Senator’s owners and 
trainers as he continues to inspire others 
and create a great team culture. 

Adam Vanderpeet from SL Racing, a company 
known for crafting world-class rowing skiffs, 
has set the standard for excellence in the 
industry. Although Adam couldn’t attend the 
graduation, he was honoured with the 2024 
Outstanding Composite Graduate award in 
recognition of his exceptional work, presented 
by Professor Mark Battley of the Composites 
Association of New Zealand (CANZ).

Paris Mitchell of Icon Marine excels in alloy 
boatbuilding, earning top assessments for  
her commitment to excellence. A natural 
leader, she chairs the Hanga-Aro-Rau 
Marine National Industry Advisory Group 
and is driving a new network for wahine in 
marine trades, maritime, engineering, and 
composites. In recognition of her impact, 
Paris received the MAST Special Achievement 
Award from NZ Marine’s Executive Director, 
Peter Bus�eld.

AWARD WINNERS

Graduation is more than a milestone in every 
�F�U�U�W�J�S�Y�N�H�J�c�X���O�T�Z�W�S�J�^���^���N�Y���X�N�L�S�N�*�J�X���Y�M�J���S�J�]�Y���X�Y�J�U��
of an exciting new chapter in their careers

Each year at Graduation, two Rotary Youth Leadership Awards are given, 
offering a week-long leadership programme that brings together young 
leaders from diverse industries and backgrounds to build meaningful and 
effective leadership skills. This year’s recipients were:

• Angus Campbell (Circa Marine) – recognised for his skill, dedication 
and service. Angus excels in crafting durable, high-quality boats and 
also serves as a volunteer �re�ghter.

• Callum Maloyd (All Marine Services) for his outstanding work in Marine 
Systems Engineering. Callum has tackled boat services and engine 
repowers with dedication and a strong work ethic, often working late 
and on weekends.

Angus Campbell received his 
award from Lesley McLagan of 
the Rotary Club of Highbrook.

Callum Maloyd received his 
award from MAST Academy 
CEO Chris Van Der Hor.
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One Last Award
A surprise ‘One Last Award’ was presented 
to MAST Academy CEO Chris van der Hor  
by Board Chair Tommy Honey, recognising 
over two decades of dedication to 
vocational education and his work in 
building a clear vision and solid framework 
for apprentice training in New Zealand’s 
marine and composite trades.

Straight out of school, Chris started at 
Sea Nymph Boats, learning from skilled 
boatbuilders who valued craftsmanship 
and problem-solving. He didn’t set out 
to be a leader, but his natural ability to 
mentor others saw him quickly promoted 
to foreman, leading a team of 15–20 staff. 
“As a young guy, having mentors like Kim 
McDell, Brian White and Bill Howlett at Sea 
Nymph was invaluable – it opened my eyes 
to career opportunities,” says Chris.

Chris then moved to Australia, spending 
eight years building boats before returning 
home to Whang�rei to work for NZ Yachts. 
There, Robert Brooke encouraged him to 
get quali�ed – something that, despite 
years of hands-on experience, made 
complete sense. This also sparked his 
passion for leadership and further studies 
in management. In 2005, he took the next 

MAST Academy CEO Chris van der Hor (left) was presented ‘One Last Award’ by board chair Tommy Honey.

exciting career step – training the next 
generation of marine tradespeople.

For Chris, effective training meant more 
than ticking boxes. “In any boat, the keel 
provides stability,” he says. “You can’t 
build a seaworthy vessel without knowing 
the ocean, just like you can’t train people 
without understanding the challenges  
they’ll face.”

From the workshop �oor to government 
reforms, Chris has been a relentless 
advocate, championing work-based training. 
A visionary and changemaker, he led the 
transition of NZ Marine and Composites 
Industry Training Organisation (NZMAC ITO) 
to become MAST Academy, ensuring training 
remained aligned with industry needs. “You 
have to start with a strong plan,” says Chris. 
“Make sure every piece �ts together and 
adapt when conditions change.”

There have been many highlights along 
the way, including winning the prestigious 
International Boating Industry (IBI) Award 

for Best Apprenticeship Scheme in 2018 and 
being named a �nalist again in 2024 in the 
People and Skills Development category. 
“Keeping our training and legacy of 
innovation recognised on the international 
stage is important!” says Chris.

Chris knows the industry’s future depends 
on inspiring young people early. MAST’s 
Launch it: School to Work programme and 
the new campus offer pathways into the 
marine and composite trades. “Just like 
the boatyards and mentors from my early 
boatbuilding days, our campus is a safe 
place to build skills, experiment – and even 
make mistakes – before launching into the 
real thing,” says Chris.

Looking ahead, Chris emphasises that MAST 
Academy will continue to be strengthened 
by industry partnerships and forward-
thinking training approaches. “It’s like 
building a boat – lay a strong foundation, 
get the fundamentals right, and it will go 
the distance,” he says.

ABOVE: Graduation guest speaker William Pike 
shared his powerful survival story on Mount 
Ruapehu, highlighting resilience and pushing 
boundaries. He then invited Jack Morgan 
from Ovlov Marine to the stage for a unique 
and unexpected moment – a full-room sel�e 
while holding William’s prosthetic.
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A shared vision – skilled 
people, strong industry 
At any given time, MAST Academy’s team of 
�ve training advisors support more than 500 
apprentices across New Zealand – so there’s 
plenty of ground to cover.

While helping apprentices complete their 
quali�cations is a key focus for MAST Training 
Advisors, success also depends on strong 
guidance and mentoring within the workplace. 

Company and workplace trainers play a vital role 
in providing hands-on training and strengthening 
learning connections, ensuring apprentices 
have the support they need to complete their 
assessments.

Taking on one or more apprentices can bring 
signi�cant changes to a workplace. While this 
is often driven by a growing workload, it also 
comes with added responsibilities. However, 
with the right support and training structures 
in place, apprentices quickly become valuable 
contributors, making it a rewarding investment 
for both the business and the apprentice.

“In 2025, we will continue working alongside 
companies to establish in-house apprentice 
support, as it is a key part of apprentice success,” 
says Joe Daw, MAST’s Training Manager. “Our 
Workplace Training Certi�cate is an easy starting 
point for any business – large or small.”

Many companies with apprentices have already 
put their dedicated trainers through MAST’s 
Workplace Trainer Certi�cate and even gone on 
to other leadership courses we offer. 

“The results speak for themselves, with a 
noticeable rise in credit achievement rates  
where a dedicated workplace trainer is in  
place,” says Joe.

SENATOR BOATS

One standout example is Senator Boats in Napier, 
where implementing a Workplace Trainer role was just 
one of several forward-thinking initiatives designed 
to strengthen team culture and support apprentice 
development.

A few years ago, Senator Boats’ leadership team 
recognised that their apprentices were struggling without 
a clear training framework. Seeing the need for change, 
they introduced a structured training approach – and the 
results have been impressive.

The formula was simple: a clear plan was developed with 
key senior team members, including Scott Truman in the 
new Workplace Trainer role, and with MAST Academy’s 
support, it quickly gained momentum.

With energised apprentices and a strong push in 2024, 
four of Senator’s six apprentices successfully completed 
their units and graduated. Among them, Jody Ellis stood 
out. As one of the six apprentices at the time, he became 
Scott’s right-hand man and took the initiative to lead 
shared study sessions. His efforts in fostering a strong 
team culture were recognised at graduation when he 
received the Dale Carnegie Emerging Leader of the  
Year award.

While the structured training shift created a positive, 
team-driven environment, Senator Boats’ commitment 
doesn’t end there. The company has also launched 
the Senator Improvement Programme, aimed at 
standardising processes, sharing knowledge and 
continuously upskilling their workforce. This reinforces 
the company’s values and belief that investing in people 
is essential for long-term success.

Managing Director Grant Simmonds sees workplace 
training, mentoring and MAST’s involvement as essential 
to Senator Boats’ success. “If we create the right 
environment, set clear values together, and truly live 
by those values, then we give ourselves a much greater 
chance of success – developing people who will thrive 
within our company.”

Above: The Senator Boats team at MAST Academy’s graduation. From left: 
Leadership team Jarrod Davidson and Scott Truman; graduate Mitchell Hill; 
Senator Boats owners Rachael and Grant Simmonds; and graduates  
Hayden Demanser, Ethan Hutchison, and award winner Jody Ellis. 

MAST ACADEMY 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Chris van der Hor

TRAINING MANAGER 
Joe Daw

LEARNING, DEVELOPMENT  
& MARKETING MANAGER 

Lesley Southwick

TECHNICAL OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Erlina Ocdao

TRAINING ADMINISTRATION  
TEAM LEADER 

Debbie Lowe

TRAINING ADVISORS

Robert Howatson 
robert.howatson@mastacademy.com

Mike Birdsall 
mike.birdsall@mastacademy.com

Mike Howe 
mike.howe@mastacademy.com

Dan O’Gorman 
daniel.ogorman@mastacademy.com

Chris Highley 
chris.highley@mastacademy.com

CAMPUS TUTOR

Warren Jones 
warren.jones@mastacademy.com

PATHWAYS CONSULTANTS � SCHOOL TO WORK

Tracey Eaton (Team Leader) 
tracey.eaton@mastacademy.com

Fiona van der Hor 
�ona.vanderhor@mastacademy.com

Amanda Newport (Hawkes Bay) 
amanda.newport@mastacademy.com

TRAINING ADMINISTRATORS 
Shana Lee 
Sweet Bromwich

LMS CO�ORDINATOR 
Inna Medyannikova

ACCOUNTS ADMINISTRATOR 
Helen Roach

IT SUPPORT ADMIN 
Ji Woong (Jamie) Park

QUALITY ASSURANCE & PROGRAMME 
DEVELOPMENT LEAD 

Michelle de Heer

MARKETING CO�ORDINATOR 
Fiona August

Strengthening workforce development 
and training

In 2024, MAST Academy conducted a research project to evaluate how we 
support businesses, learners and apprenticeships. The review of marine 
businesses engaging with MAST Academy highlighted strong support for 
the organisation’s role in workforce development. The �ndings not only 
reinforce MAST Academy’s reputation as a centre of excellence in industry 
training but also identify areas for further growth and improvement.

The businesses surveyed have been in operation for an average of 20 years, 
each employing around 10 staff. Many of these businesses recognise the 
importance of workforce development, with most employing one to two 
apprentices or trainees. 

At the same time, MAST spoke to apprentices to gather their views on the 
training they had received and to better understand their career aspirations. 
Many were in their �rst or second year of the apprenticeship and highly 
valued the skills they had gained so far. They saw training as crucial for 
their career success, providing them with more choices and opportunities 
for growth.

MAST ACADEMY’S RESEARCH REVIEW

While MAST continues to innovate by delivering new and updated 
quali�cations and micro-credentials, we are also addressing the growing 
support needs of learners to ensure their success, focusing on wellness 
and enhancing learning resources.

The results show that MAST Academy is effectively training businesses 
in the marine and specialised technologies sectors, providing them with 
skilled staff. Our training model, advisors and interactions are highly 
regarded. However, there is always room for improvement, which will 
further amplify the impact of our training and ensure the continued success 
of New Zealand’s marine and specialised technology workforce.

Apprentices highly  
rate MAST Training 
Advisors

This included:

 Deep knowledge and 
industry experience

 Strong commitment to 
apprentice success

 Approachability and 
availability

 Effective skill-building 
support

Marine business  
owners, employers and  
apprentices highly  
value the support  
provided by  
MAST Academy 

Key strengths include:

 Easy to work with

 Positive interactions  
with MAST Academy 
representatives

 Trusted expertise and  
industry advice

 Strong leadership in skills  
and training development

 Recognition as a centre  
of excellence for industry 
training

RESEARCH OVERVIEW

Over 90% of businesses 
reported apprentices are 
gaining necessary skills, 
and most apprentices saw 
a signi�cant advantage 
in training with MAST 
Academy, with the majority 
willing to recommend the 
training.
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officially launched by Deputy Prime Minister Winston Peters on 21 June 2024. This saw the 
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INDUSTRY NEWS

THE 80M LONG COMMERCIAL WHARF and floating pontoon 
will boost the capacity of the aquaculture industry in the 
area, enabling in-water marine servicing and vessel 
loading.�The precinct also includes a haul-out area, an 
upgraded commercial slipway, a public boat ramp and a 
trailer parking area.

Thames-Coromandel district mayor Len Salt says it is 
estimated that the precinct could bring economic returns of up 

to $58.5 million over the next 30 years. ‘It brings fresh 
opportunities to the boat repair and maintenance, aquaculture, 
trade and transport industries.’

It’s also expected to be the catalyst for up to 100 new jobs 
– in aquaculture, light engineering and secondary services.  
The precinct is currently being used by Kopu Marine, Kopu 
Engineering, Delta Boats, Marine Power Systems, Coastguard 
and others.

�3�J�\���R�F�W�N�S�J���X�J�W�[�N�H�N�S�L���U�W�J�H�N�S�H�Y���T�U�J�S�J�I���F�Y���0	c�U	•

Industry News

AUCKLAND WILL WELCOME the race back 
to its shores in March 2027, marking a 
celebrated homecoming for an event deeply 
embedded in the city’s maritime heritage. 
Auckland’s connection to The Ocean Race 
stretches back five decades, with the city 
first playing host to the 1977-78 edition of 
the Whitbread Round the World Race, the 
precursor to The Ocean Race.

Kiwi offshore sailor and two-time 
Vendée Globe racer Conrad Colman has 
just announced his new team Aotearoa 
Ocean Racing will take on the race.
theoceanrace.com

The Ocean Race returns to Auckland in 2027
The Ocean Race will return to 
Auckland in the next edition of 
the iconic around-the-world 
offshore race.
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INDUSTRY NEWS
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networking event was held on 
Friday 7 March at the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron, and was 
a special gathering designed to 
connect and support women 
within the engineering, marine  
and composite industries. 

ZF Technology for Marine Propulsion Systems

Introducing Nico Eksteen, ZF’s new Regional Sales & Technical Support 
Executive for New Zealand
Based in Auckland, Nico brings nearly two decades of hands-on experience in diesel mechanics, 
drivetrain systems, and technical support. His expertise in high-voltage hybrid and electric drives, 
advanced diagnostics, and workshop management ensures ZF in New Zealand customers receive  
top-tier service and solutions tailored to their needs.

Nico plays a key role in new product sales and aftersales support for the marine market.  
Whether you need guidance on a new boat build, repower, or service requirement, Nico is here to 
help with expert advice and solutions tailored to your needs. With a strong background in managing 
workshop operations, optimising performance, and providing expert technical support and advice,  
�1�L�F�R���L�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���=�)���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���P�D�[�L�P�L�V�H���W�K�H���H���F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���P�D�U�L�Q�H��
propulsion systems.

We’re excited to have Nico on board! Please reach out to him using 
the contact information below for expert advice and support.

nico.eksteen.external@zf.com+64 (0) 20 4129 9541

GUESTS ENJOYED�BRUNCH followed by a panel discussion�featuring 
four experienced speakers who shared insights on career pathways, 
industry challenges and opportunities for growth.   The panellists were 
Isabell Zitzelsberger of Wildchix, Sarah Psaila of Coastguard NZ, 
Rachel Oliver of Ovlov Marine and welder Emily Allan.

Attendees discussed the challenges and opportunities for women in 
these sectors, and about collaborating on solutions to assist 
employers with the continued diversification of their teams. Guests 
found it empowering to talk about the ways they are pushing for 
greater acceptance, support and mentorship.

Organiser Paris Mitchell thanked sponsors MAST Academy, Ovlov 
Marine, Hanga-Aro-Rau and Composites Association of NZ for 
supporting the event and enabling it to happen.  

A-TEAM is spearheaded by Paris Mitchell, who started her marine 
industry career at Dickey Boats in Napier and is now employed at Icon 
Marine Manufacturing in Rangiora.
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Destination & Cruising 
NZ publication 
promoted worldwide

THE DESTINATION & CRUISING NEW ZEALAND 
publication is promoted directly to cruising yachts, 
superyacht owners, agents, captains and crew 
worldwide through various government agencies, via 
the Destination & Cruising NZ app and social media, 
and at international events in Tahiti, Fiji, Monaco, 
Metstrade and Fort Lauderdale.  

The book is also being promoted in the Opua Marine 
Business Association publication, which is marketed 
internationally.

ABOVE 
Owners and guests 
of SY Kawil pick 
up the Destination 
NZ book at the NZ 
Millennium Cup.

LEFT 
Stacey Cook of NZ 
Marine shows the 
publication to Hiva 
Otcenasek, marina 
manager at Marina 
Taina, Tahiti.

Publication officially launched at the 
America’s Cup in Barcelona in October 2024. 

DESTINATION NZ
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OBITUARIES

MANY IN THE MARINE INDUSTRY were 
saddened to hear of boatbuilder Chris 
Robertson’s passing on December 9, 
2024. A long-time, highly respected 
boatbuilder and designer, Robertson’s 
connections to the Auckland yachting 
community can be traced back to his 
mother, Betsey, the sister of boatbuilders 
Roy, Fred, and Mike Lidgard. 

Robertson began his boatbuilding 
apprenticeship with his uncle Roy 
Lidgard in 1942, spending most of it 
with Associated Boatbuilders building 
and maintaining boats for the war effort.

A skilled sailor, yacht designer and 
boatbuilder, Robertson, in his self-
designed and built X-Class Amethyst, 

won the 1950 Sanders Cup. 
After the war, Robertson worked for 

Col Wild. His first job was building the 
first K-class keeler, Helen, for her 
designer, Bob Stewart. He subsequently 

built two more K-class keelers, Kitenui 
and Doletta. 

Robertson spent two years with Jim 
Young, followed by stints with John 
Burns and Fosters. He returned to 
boatbuilding by teaming up with his good 
friend, the late Brin Wilson. 

Robertson’s first keelboat design and 
build contract was the 10.3m cruising 
keeler Tamaris for Don Wintle. Robertson 
went on to design and build a series of 
beautiful timber yachts, including 
Pastiche and Concept. He also built two 
Bruce Farr designs, the one-tonner Jenny 
H for Ray Hasler and the 12.2m Monique 
for Jim Dowell. Additionally, Robertson 
designed and built several launches. 

Chris Robertson 1927–2024

NZ MARINE MARKS the passing of 
Warren Tait, on Saturday 29 March.  

Warren founded his company  
Electrics Afloat with his wife Jan in 1986, 
and was well known and respected by 
many in the marine industry. Electrics 
Afloat, later renamed EAL Electric, 
provided electrical expertise to boats of all 
sizes, both recreational and commercial, 
for over 30 years. 

As reflected by the company’s slogan, 
‘Connecting precision to perfection’, 
Warren was proud of its achievements in 

providing services to multiple America’s 
Cup campaigns, and to many superyachts 
over a 30-year period.  

Warren was a great supporter of NZ 
Marine. As Chairman of the Refit sector 
group, Warren played a key role in 
promoting the refit capability of the local 
industry. Warren also attended and 
sponsored many NZ Marine events. 

After retiring, Warren and Jan enjoyed 
attending the annual NZ Marine Stalwarts 
gatherings at the Auckland Boat Show. He 
will be missed by many.

Warren Tait 1953–2025

AS A QUALIFIED SHIPWRIGHT, Terry 
Cookson emigrated to New Zealand 
from the UK in 1956 with his wife Emily 
and their two young children, Susan and 
Michael (Mick). Initially he found work 
at the Naval Dockyards in Devonport, 
before going on to build houses, then 
designing, constructing and selling 
several ferro-cement hulls.

In 1974, Terry and his son Mick 
founded TP Cookson Boatbuilders, 
predominantly building timber boats. 
Their big break came in 1977, when they 
were commissioned to construct the 
Bruce Farr one-tonner,�Smir-Noff-Agen, 

which competed in the 1977 One Ton 
Cup, the Southern Cross Cup, and the 
Sydney-Hobart race.

On the strength of this success, TP 
Cookson received orders for three 
Quarter Tonners for the 1979 Quarter 
Ton Worlds, and these boats finished 
second, third and fourth. From then on, 
TP Cookson became one of this 
country’s leading race-yacht builders.

TP Cookson constructed 30 per cent 
of the fleet at the 1991 Admiral’s Cup: 
three yachts for the Italians, two for the 
Kiwis, two for the Japanese, and one 
each for the USA and Ireland. During 

the mid-1990s, TP Cookson also built 
eight 50-foot race yachts.

Cookson took on a more 
administrative role during the 1990s, 
and his son Mick bought him out of the 
company in 2004.

Terry Cookson 1932–2024
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STATISTICS

 

Industry Statistics
New Zealand outboard motor and diesel engine sales  

and trailer registrations to December 2024

SALES OF OUTBOARD ENGINES IN NEW ZEALAND BY YEAR
(AS REPORTED BY OUTBOARD ENGINE DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 2015 - 2024)

TOTAL OUTBOARDS IMPORTED INTO NEW ZEALAND PER YEAR

The New Zealand Marine Industry Association (NZ Marine) commissions PowerStats  
to carry out ongoing research into specific sectors of the New Zealand marine industry.  
This insight will allow NZ Marine members to make better-informed business decisions.
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TOTAL NEW BOAT TRAILER REGISTRATIONS BY YEAR, BY REGION

NEW TRAILER BOAT REGISTRATIONS BY YEAR

STATISTICS
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MEMBERSHIP 

Welcome to our newest members
Membership

NZ Marine Industry represents members' interests internationally, domestically and at local and national government levels, 
with the wider NZ Marine team focussed on the association's role of growing business opportunities for member companies. 

If you know of a company that would be interested in membership please let us know.  
Contact Caroline Gibson, Manager Membership & Communications, (09) 376 7732, caroline@nzmarine.com

The NZ Marine Industry Association extends a warm welcome to its newest members 
who have joined us in the past twelve months.

Astrolabe Shipping
Giles Jephcott  021 055 7006
www.astrolabehipping.com

Firebird Marine
David Pinker  09 576 8194
www.firebirdmarine.co.nz

Fiordland Discovery Ltd
Robert Swale  03 441 3322

www.fiordlanddiscovery.co.nz

IMED Ltd
David Chalmers  021 236 7422

www.imed.co.nz

Mackay Boats
Owen Mackay  09 426 4306

www.mackayboats.com

Charlie Bravo Boat Co Ltd
Cameron Burch  022 5421 566

www.charliebravo.co.nz

Marine and Sport Wanaka
Sam Watts  03 443 9062

www.marineandsport.co.nz

Delta Boats NZ Ltd
Dylan Banwell  027 332 8484

www.deltaboatsnz.co.nz

Bookabuoy Ltd
Julie Kidman  021 877 651

www.bookabuoy.co.nz

Fujifilm NZ
Ira Swales  021 750 820

www.fujifilm.com/nz

Marine Inspection Services Ltd
Aaron Beattie  027 232 7962

www.marineinspectionservices.co.nz

Lowe Yachts Ltd
Dominic Lowe  021 865 100

www.loweyachts.com

Atomic EV
Andrew Ensor  0508 286 642

www.atomicev.co.nz

MCD Yacht Brokers Ltd
Paul MacDonald  027 5133 524

www.mcdyachts.com

ONETenders (Seven Three Ltd)
Grant Nelson  022 312 3469

www.onetenders.com

Sail Connections/Yachting Holidays
Robert Cross  021 240 9800
www.sailconnections.com

Swell Marine Holdings Ltd
Warren Haslip  027 562 7955

www.swellmarine.co.nz

Power Concepts NZ Ltd
Mark Harnett  021 493 274
www.powerconceptsnz.com

Rooster Services Ltd
Jacko Greene  021 155 3086
www.roosterrecruitment.com

Sea Turner Ltd
Nicole Turner  021 171 2469

www.seaturner.com

NM Insurance NZ Ltd
Andrew McFetridge  0800 455 003

www.nminsurance.co.nz

Motion Research - SEE-Level Ltd
Dudley Jackson  03 365 1600

www.seasick.com

Ocean Media
Hillary Buckman  006129002 3340

www.oceanmedia.com.au

Oceanway Ltd
Lizzie Ross  021 088 16595

www.oceanway.co

National Marine Pacific
Jono Hanley  09 320 3019
www.national-pacific.com

Nelson Marine Precinct Ltd
Hugh Morrison  03 548 209

www.portnelson.co.nz

Marine Reflections Ltd
Aaron Layne  0275 135 863

www.marinereflections.co.nz

Apollo Entertainment
Duncan Macmillan  09 424 1427

www.apollo12v.co.nz

Ocean Sailing Expeditions
David Hows  021 515 058

www.oceansailingexpeditions.com.au

Short Marine
Lauren Thomas  020 4171 0307

www.shortmarine.com

Veslo Ltd     Sean Thompson  021 053 7437    www.veslo.com
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MEMBERSHIP 

WE WOULD LOVE to see many more members promoting 
their NZ Marine membership, so please contact us if you 
do not have the Recognised Member logo.  
The logo is available in various sizes and file formats, 
and can be obtained from Caroline Gibson:  
caroline@nzmarine.com.

It is encouraging to see the number of 
members who are displaying their NZ Marine 
�R�J�R�G�J�W�X�M�N�U���G�^���F�I�I�N�S�L���Y�M�J���b�7�J�H�T�L�S�N�X�J�I��
Member’ logo to their company literature, 
signage, advertisements and websites. Some 
members have also added the logo to their 
company uniforms and vehicles.  

Promote your  
NZ Marine 
membership

PER F OR MA NC E ON 
A N D  O F F  T H E  WAT E R
Gurit’s advanced lightweighting solutions 
provide the strength, performance and  
reliability you need to succeed. 

  Spabond™ epoxy adhesives

  Structural core materials

   Extensive range of carbon and E-glass 
�ber reinforcements

   Composite engineering, mechanical 
testing and kit design

   Proven prepreg 

www.gurit.com/marineinfo-nz@gurit.com

Photo Credit: Smuggler Marine

The go to provider for specialised boat  
shipping and logistics worldwide

TNL Pindar – Richard Thorpe
DDI: +64 9 256 2117 | M: +64 21 289 7744
E: richard@tnlpindar.com | www.tnlpindar.com

D
10
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Cutting-edge crayfishing boat from TCC Boats
Purpose-built custom 
20.5m crayfishing boat 
Te-Maree showcases the 
skills and experience of 
Picton-based TCC Boats. 
Every aspect of the boat 
has been meticulously 
designed to ensure peak 
performance and 
efficiency.

TCC Boats has built a reputation for 
designing and constructing custom vessels 
for both commercial and recreational use. It 
has also built a reputation for delivering 
projects on schedule and within budget, 
earning strong feedback from clients. 

With a sharp focus on quality and a keen 
eye for detail, every vessel is built to a high 
standard throughout the construction process.

TCC Boats is a family-owned, multi-
faceted marine construction business 
operating across the Queen Charlotte Sound, 
Tory Channel and the greater Marlborough 

Sounds area. Originally focused on wooden 
boatbuilding, the company transitioned to 
aluminium construction and has become a 
trusted go-to for custom-built vessels.

More and more owners and designers 
across the country are choosing TCC Ltd for 
their ability to deliver on unique projects, 
says TCC Managing Director Sam Edwards. 
‘We pride ourselves on creating boats that 
work as hard as our clients do. Our goal is 
not only to meet but exceed the expectations 
of those who trust us with their vision.’
tccboats.com

Member News
MEMBER NEWS

TRISTRAM MARINE is proud to introduce the latest addition to 
its lineup: the single-outboard transom for the wide-beamed 
821 Offshore. 

This cutting-edge design is perfect for boating enthusiasts 
who desire the robust power of a big-block outboard, combined 
with the convenience of a walk-around bait station.

The sleek, CAD-engineered transom not only delivers 
exceptional power and efficiency but also ensures premium 
handling and offers advanced technology. Additionally, it retains 
one of the largest boarding platforms in the Tristram range, 
offering ample space for a range of boating activities.

The 821 Offshore is also available in twin outboard and 
diesel sterndrive transom options, providing three state-of-the-
art choices for boat owners to enhance their offshore 
adventures. tristram.co.nz

Third transom option for Tristram 821 Offshore
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WHAT BEGAN AS a watersport-focused design evolved into a 
multi-purpose vessel, capable of adapting to a wide range of uses. 

Render features a full garage beneath the main cabin, 
offering ample space to store a variety of sports equipment.  
The boat also features three large rigging areas: one on the 
bow, one in the cockpit, and one on the sled. 

The sled has a same-level walkthrough that seamlessly 
connects to the boat, extending the usable deck by an 
impressive 5.2 metres. This is made possible by a large, 
electrically driven, hinged swim platform. 

Despite its size, the sled has very little impact on the boat’s 
performance or manoeuvrability. Even with a jet ski loaded, the 
boat maintains impressive cruise speeds of over 40 to 45 knots.

Additionally, the boat is equipped with a foil system that 
delivers an impressive 28% average fuel saving at various 
cruising speeds.

Render will be operating as part of a charter business in Fiji 
from May 2025 onwards. 
renderfiji.com
lloydstevensonyachts.co.nz

Foil-assisted tender offers speed and space

Render, a custom Catalyst tender, was born from the vision of its owner and his skipper to create the 
ultimate watersport boat. It quickly became one of those dream projects for custom boatbuilders Lloyd 
Stevenson, in which no idea was off the table, and every opportunity for innovation was embraced. 

AFTER YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT, 
Oceanway has made a splash in the 
superyacht market. The brainchild of 
Christophe Meade and Lizzie Ross, 
Oceanway is a modular digital 
workspace for marine companies that 
enables teams to plan, organise and 
collaborate globally in real time.

Oceanway delivers next-generation 
digital solutions for yacht industry 
professionals, starting with a company 
portal that centralises communication and 
boosts productivity — while minimising 
effort. Available on desktop and as a 
lightning-fast web app, this CRM+ tool is 
built for forward-thinking companies.

 The idea of Oceanway began in 
Antibes, France, in 2008, when Meade 
and Ross were brought on as Head of 
Digital and Sales and Marketing 
Manager at a major yachting brand, 
tasked with navigating challenges 

posed by the GFC. They worked 
together for seven years before 
pursuing their own paths, always 
focused on business development, user 
experience, and interface design.

Both founders have seen fragmented 
businesses impact the bottom line, 
company culture, and productivity, and 

know that when communications and 
operations become disjointed, time is 
wasted, and clients suffer. Fast-forward 
to late 2024, and together they launched 
Oceanway as a solution to empower the 
most innovative yachting brands to 
stand out.
oceanway.co

Oceanway  
makes a splash

MEMBER NEWS

Lizzie Ross 
of Oceanway 
(centre).
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GURIT HAS BEEN EXCITED to see the 
launch of a new project for long-term 
collaborator Smuggler Marine, with 
their largest amphibious to date, the 
11m Waka Kai. 

This a commercially operated 
amphibious vessel built with Gurit Kerdyn 
PET and carbon fibre, within a 
predominantly E-glass structure. Gurit’s 
engineering team were engaged to 
engineer this new vessel for a demanding 
life as a commercial work boat.  

Composite construction allows the 

amphibious configuration to be 
integrated seamlessly into the vessel’s 
hull and deck moldings. This provides 
continuous and reliable load paths that 
are immune to both corrosion and 
fatigue, helping with durability in the 
harsh marine environment.

Gurit’s Corecell™ is used for durability 
and low weight in hull structures and 
Gurit’s Kerdyn PET for internal structures, 
girders and bulkheads with E-glass or 
Carbon reinforcing.

Over the last 20 years, Gurit has 
worked on amphibious vessels from 8 to 
24m, including superyacht tenders and 
production leisure boats, as well as 
search and rescue and patrol vessels. Its 
engineers are primarily looking to 
optimise weight and improve payload 
and range by reducing the weight of 
each vessel’s structure.  

Gurit has also provided engineering 
expertise for amphibious boats built by 
Haines Hunter and the Family Boats’ 
Assault range.  
gurit.com

Gurit composite solutions for amphibious boats

ABOVE  
Smuggler 11m 

under construction.

RIGHT The newly 
launched Smuggler 

Amphibious 11m.

THE PROGRESSIVE PROJECT, which will see the electrification 
of two existing vessels as well as the construction of a third, 
new, plug-in hybrid vessel, has been funded by the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB). 

The hybrid vessel will be designed and engineered by EV 
Maritime with electrical integration provided by ZeroMar, a local 
company in the Bay Area. This project will be EV Maritime’s first 
on US soil and an important milestone in clean-tech 
collaboration between the two nations.

This project builds on EV Maritime’s current project to 
introduce electric fast ferries to the commuter ferry fleet in 
Auckland, a project directly supported by central government. 

Marking the importance of this collaboration, the signing of 
the contract in July 2024 was attended by senior elected officials 

from the San Francisco area, New Zealand Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon, and the New Zealand Ambassador to the 
United States Rosemary Banks.

Michael Eaglen, CEO of EV Maritime, said the new vessel will 
be able to operate fully electric on shorter routes but with hybrid 
capability for longer-range service.

‘One of the core values of EV Maritime is not just to electrify 
vessels, but to spread the understanding that electric ferries can 
be a more attractive, more reliable and more accessible form of 
public transportation,’ says Eaglen. ‘We maintain our 
commitment to decarbonising every harbour in the world by 
starting with ferries, and we are delighted to have AITF as an 
ambassador for electrification in the San Francisco Bay.’
evmaritime.com

EV Maritime to electrify 
San Francisco ferry service
EV Maritime, New Zealand’s leading electric ferry 
design and technology company, has been 
commissioned by Angel Island Tiburon Ferry 
(AITF) in San Francisco to design an all-new 
hybrid electric vessel for its fleet. 

Representatives of  
EV Maritime and Angel 

Island Tiburon Ferry  
signing the contract in July 
2024, with PM Christopher 

Luxon in attendance.
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See-LEVEL Impresses Marine Pilots and Tug operators 
ANYONE WHOSE BUSINESS is connected with boating has 
witnessed first-hand the challenges of seasickness affecting 
crew members and guests alike, leading to disrupted 
charters and diminished experiences. To tackle this issue 
head-on, See-LEVEL has created a groundbreaking VR 
headset that reverses seasickness in just 12 minutes — 
without any side effects. 

The new product was demonstrated at the New Zealand 
Marine Pilots Association Conference, where See-LEVEL staff 
were able to connect with marine pilots, industry professionals 
and operators to showcase the revolutionary advancement.

Seasickness (also known as motion sickness) is believed 
to be caused by a conflict between the sensory inputs 
received by the brain when in motion on the sea or in a 
vehicle. The See-LEVEL headset provides the complete 
occlusion of the patient’s eyes and immerses them in a 
360-degree virtual reality environment, replicating a stable 
and serene seascape. This typically provides relief from 
seasickness within 12-20 minutes, if applied shortly after the 
seasickness has started.

See-LEVEL welcomes queries from anyone interested in 
experiencing its patented seasickness solution, or learning how 
See-LEVEL can enhance safety and guest satisfaction on board.
seasick.com 

AS OWNER OF DMW TRAILERS, Greg Dutton has achieved much. The 
company was the pioneer of the multi-roller trailer in New Zealand and, in the 
late 1980s, DMW was one of the first to perfect the now-common design.

DMW supplies over 35 dealers nationwide, and its trailers are used by 
most powerboat manufacturers in New Zealand.  

In its 50th year, and over 23,000 trailers later, DMW Trailers is still 
looking to grow with the marine industry and pioneer and innovate along 
with its customers.

The event was a great celebration of a great company, its great people 
and a great supporting industry.
dmwtrailers.co.nz

DMW Trailers marked 50 years in business in 2024 by 
hosting an enjoyable celebration with friends, family 
and industry colleagues. 

DMW 
Trailers 
celebrates 
50 years

Greg and Trudy Dutton of DMW cut the cake.
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WITH THE INTRODUCTION of the CODE 9.8, the company's 
high level of design and finish is now accessible to the 
broader boating public. 

CEO Jonathan Edgar says the company ‘aimed to create a 
vessel maintaining our high performance and quality, but 
manufactured at a more accessible price.’ 

Edgar says this launch signifies a milestone for the 
Auckland-based company, as it expands into high-spec 
production boats.

Debuting in January, the CODE 9.8 was used as the official 
media vessel at the Auckland leg of the Sail GP event, 
showcasing its performance and versatility. Additionally, it 

served as a support tender sponsored by Southern Spars for 
superyacht Sharlou during the NZ Millennium Cup, 
highlighting its robust capabilities.

The CODE 9.8 features a 23-degree deep V, plumb bow and 
enclosed console, ensuring comfort suited to New Zealand 
conditions. Built-in deck tubes provide added stability and 
security, plus if offers digital switching and is powered by a 
Mercury 600 HP engine.

The interior cabin offers a day head and plush, U-shaped 
seating convertible to a bed, making it an ideal boat for family 
excursions. It’s also equipped with a barbecue area. 
jpcrafts.co

Bespoke Kiwi boatbuilder breaks from tradition 
with first production vessel

Since launching a decade ago, JP CRAFTS has worked with clients seeking speciality 
vessels, crafting ultra-high spec custom RIBs from its New Zealand base for global waters. 

A NEW BOUTIQUE AGENCY, MCD 
YACHTS, had been launched, which 
plans to represent four European brands 
in both Australia and New Zealand 
alongside other brokerage.

Brands currently in the McD stable 
are Omikron from Greece, Aiata boats 
from Turkey and Delta Powerboats 
from Sweden.

Omikron produces a range of Juan-K 
designed displacement/luxury cruising 
powerboats, including the OT-60 and 
new OT-80, while Aiata presented the 
new high-speed Wayfinder 38 at this 
year’s Dusseldorf Boat Show.

Delta offers a large range of 
powerboats ranging from 26 feet 
through to 80-plus feet. The boats are all 
built from carbon fibre for high-speed 
performance alongside luxury cruising.

McD Yachts was established by Paul 
MacDonald, who has a strong 

background in the marine industry. Paul 
founded Marten Spars with Steve 
Marten, then was a shareholder/director 
of Southern Spars and headed up its 
international superyacht sales 
programme. 
mcdyachts.com

McD Yachts 
brokerage 
launched
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THIS STRATEGIC ALLIANCE UNITES the 
innovative electric jet propulsion of 
ZeroJet with Tectrax’s revolutionary all-
terrain amphibious drive systems, 
creating a powerhouse in the electric 
marine market.

The merger will see both brands 
operating individually, leveraging their 
established reputations and market 
recognition. ZeroJet and Tectrax will 

remain as distinct product brands, 
operating as a combined company with 
shared resources and product 
development to enhance efficiency and 
drive innovation.

Chief Executive Officer of the newly 
merged entity is James Morton, joined 
by Chris Baird, ZeroJet director, as the 
Executive Sales Director, and Leisha 
Burrows�as Zerojet Sales Manager for 

New Zealand and Australia. 
The combined expertise of ZeroJet 

and Tectrax will enable the company to 
accelerate the development and 
delivery of groundbreaking marine 
technologies, catering to a growing 
demand for eco-friendly and versatile 
boating solutions. 
zerojet.com
tectrax.co.nz

Zerojet  
and Tectrax 
merge
ZeroJet and Tectrax, two pioneering New Zealand-based marine technology companies, 
are pleased to announce the successful completion of their merger.  

 
FROM LEFT  

New CEO James Morton,  
Zerojet Sales Manager 

Leisha Burrows and   
Executive Sales Director 

Chris Baird.

WHANG�REI BASED TRAINING 4 SAFETY is now offering 
internationally accredited STCW basic and more advanced 
training at its brand-new, purpose-built training facility in 
Whang�rei, equipping maritime professionals with the 
essential skills to handle emergencies at sea. 

The comprehensive STCW Full Basic Training course 
covers fire prevention and firefighting, personal survival 
techniques, elementary first aid, personal safety and social 
responsibilities, and maritime security awareness. 
Participants gain hands-on experience in emergency 
response, survival at sea, risk management, and teamwork 
under pressure. 

Designed to meet international maritime safety standards, 

this training is a must for those pursuing or maintaining 
careers in the industry. 

For those requiring higher qualifications, Training 4 Safety 
also offers STCW Advanced Fire Fighting, which builds on core 
emergency response skills, focusing on leadership, tactical 
decision-making and advanced firefighting strategies for 
officers and senior crew members. 

Courses are designed to provide real-world, scenario-based 
learning in a controlled and dynamic environment. Expert 
instructors ensure every participant gains the confidence and 
competence needed for real-world maritime challenges. 

Contact Training 4 Safety on (09) 430 0498 or see the website.
training4safety.co.nz

Training 4 Safety offers 
internationally accredited STCW Full 
Basic Training, equipping maritime 
professionals with the essential 
skills to handle emergencies at sea. 

Set sail with confidence 
with Training 4 Safety
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THE MARINE HUB is a boat listing site 
designed for boaties by boaties, to make 
advertising more affordable for both 
dealers and private sellers.

The Marine Hub allows consumer to 
consumer and business to consumer 

enquiries. Listing is free for private 
sellers.

It also includes a directory where 
brokers and dealers can advertise their 
services. See the website to find out more.
marinehub.co.nz

Marine Hub brings together buyers and sellers
A website making buying 
and selling boats and 
other marine equipment 
has been launched. 

 WITH NO MOVING PARTS and a 
simple two-button operation, it’s low-
maintenance�and easy to use. 
Husband-and-wife team�James and 
Nicole Turner�created the Sea Turner 
out of necessity. Managing�their boat, 
two young children and a cumbersome 
dinghy proved frustrating. 

Driven by Kiwi ingenuity,�James 
came up with the idea for a�compact, 
cost-effective�system that allows 
boaters to lift and secure their dinghy�in 
under a minute. Its�development 
required a cadre of capable engineers 

and fabricators, all�of whom are based 
in on Auckland’s North Shore, to work 
in concert. 

The Sea Turner combines cutting-
edge craftsmanship with durability. 
The�adjustable, bolt-on system�suits a 
variety of boat designs (and campers) 

and supports tenders up to�40 kg. 
The product was launched at this 
year’s�Auckland Boat Show, and Sea 
Turner invites NZ Marine members to 
get in touch to become part of its 
installer and dealer network.
seaturner.com

Innovative new solution for dinghy handling
For many boat owners, 
managing a dinghy is a hassle 
�_���G�Z�Y���S�T�Y���\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J�â�8�J�F���9�Z�W�S�J�W����
�)�J�X�N�L�S�J�I���K�T�W�â�J�K�K�T�W�Y�Q�J�X�X���Q�N�K�Y�N�S�L��
and stowing, this innovative 
system eliminates the need for 
�H�T�R�U�Q�J�]���I�F�[�N�Y�X���T�W�â�R�F�S�U�T�\�J�W��

MEMBER NEWS



  Autumn 2025  I  www.nzmarine.com    49

THE CHANDLERY SHOWCASED the 
Classic Yachting Collection, featuring 
sailing shells, polos and legwear, 
alongside the new Henri-Lloyd Dynamic 
Range, designed for high-intensity 
sailing with ultra-light, stretchable, and 
fully waterproof gear. 

The all-new Men’s Lifestyle Range 
also made its debut, blending 
performance and everyday wearability 
— a mix of technical function and 

refined style.
Kim Radford, Business Manager at 

Henri-Lloyd Australia, the exclusive 
distributors of the brand, says the 
Auckland Boat Show provided the 
perfect platform to announce Henri-
Lloyd’s exciting return to the New 
Zealand marine industry, ‘reaffirming 
our commitment to delivering high-
performance, stylish, and sustainable 
sailing and lifestyle clothing.’ 

From America’s Cup challengers to 
offshore racers, Henri-Lloyd has been 
trusted by the world’s sailing elite 
since 1963, and now New Zealand’s 
marine industry can experience it first 
hand. If you’re looking to outfit your 
team in high-performing, stylish and 
functional gear, The Chandlery can help 
you build a kit that showcases your 
brand at its best.
thechandlery.co.nz

Henri-Lloyd a hit for 
The Chandlery at 
Auckland Boat Show
The Henri-Lloyd brand has been back 
in New Zealand since October 2024, 
and it made its mark at the Auckland 
Boat Show with The Chandlery from 
Russell, Bay of Islands. 

MEMBER NEWS

WHEN A MAJOR LUBE OIL 
contamination threatened catastrophic 
failure of a customer’s 2720 kW V16 main 
engine in Tahiti, MAN Energy Solutions 
New Zealand acted swiftly to keep things 
running smoothly. 

Through PrimeServ Assist, the 
company’s advanced online data 
monitoring system, technicians were 
able to detect elevated bearing 
temperatures early, enabling immediate 
remote assistance. This rapid 
intervention prevented severe damage 
and ensured the vessel remained 
operational.

Within just 48 hours, MAN Energy 
Solutions New Zealand successfully 
coordinated a complete engine rebuild 

and commissioning, restoring the 
vessel’s full operational capacity. 

By leveraging its global service 
network, the company was able to 
mobilise the right experts, parts and 
MAN exclusive special toolings — 
delivering critical support to a remote 
location in the Pacific Islands.
The company says no other provider in 

the world has the expertise and 
resources to execute such a complex 
intervention with this level of speed and 
precision, and that this operation 
demonstrates MAN Energy Solutions 
New Zealand’s dedication to reliability 
and performance — even in the most 
challenging conditions. 
man-es.com/global/new-zealand

MAN Energy 
Solutions keeps 
marine operations 
on course in Tahiti 
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THE AUCKLAND BOAT SHOW was a great success for the 
developers of a new marina at Okara in Whang�rei, with 
sufficient berth sales being confirmed to allow construction of 
the piers to begin.

M Pier, which will include 44 berths ranging from 10m to 
20m and a 35m T-Head, is on track to be in the water by late 
July. Boat owners who have purchased smaller berths on the 
upcoming piers can temporarily sit in the reserved larger 
berths until theirs are completed.

Dredging of the basin, which was temporarily paused over 
the peak summer period in accordance with resource consent 
conditions, has resumed and work is currently focused on the 
M Pier fairways and the southern batter.

The land reclamation work is 80 per cent complete. A 
period of settlement and additional fill is required before the 
surface can be sealed so in the meantime, to enable 
occupation of the first pier, gravel carparking and temporary 

shore facilities will be provided until the permanent building 
is completed.

Okara Marina offers a range of sheltered�berths close to 
downtown Whang�rei and 9 km from the airport, on the upper 
Hatea River on the seaward/downstream side of the Te Matau 
� Pohe bascule bridge. It’s set amongst a marine service hub, 
with a choice of six haulouts.
whangareimarina.com/okara-marina

Okara Marina afloat after 
boat show success

King pairs with Fabrum on zero-emissions RIB

H2OCEAN, A ZERO�EMISSIONS SOLUTION suitable for tourism, 
commercial and leisure activities, began sea trials in January 
2025. The boat can be adapted to suit the environment and 
operations of the end user. It can be equipped to carry up to 12 
people, making it ideal for tourism and ferrying activities, or 
fewer people and specialist equipment, for coastguard, servicing 
and event-based activities. 

The boat carries 18kg of 350 bar hydrogen gas, supplied to 
a fuel cell, which in turn maintains charging to a battery bank 
that is used to power the two electric stern legs.

Will King, founder and managing director of King 
Watercraft, says, ‘With a focus on being at the forefront of 
sustainable propulsion, the shared values of�King Watercraft 
and Fabrum brought this idea to life and together, this project 
offers a lighter footprint for the marine industry here and 
around the world.’

King Watercraft has evolved and grown over ten years 
designing and manufacturing  luxury yacht tenders and RIBs 
for customers in New Zealand and abroad. 
kingwatercraft.com

�0�N�S�L���<�F�Y�J�W�H�W�F�K�Y�����F���I�J�[�J�Q�T�U�J�W���T�K���3�J�\���?�J�F�Q�F�S�I���R�F�I�J���W�N�L�N�I���N�S�K�Q�F�Y�F�G�Q�J�â�G�T�F�Y�X�����M�F�X���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�J�I���\�N�Y�M��
Christchurch company Fabrum, which specialises in zero-emission transition technologies, on the 
design and build of a hydrogen-powered rigid inflatable boat, H2Ocean.

LEFT Christopher 
Boyle, Executive 
Chair of Fabrum 
(left), with Will King, 
founder of King 
Watercraft, and the 
H2Ocean prototype.
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THIS NEW SUSTAINABILITY initiative 
is aimed at raising awareness for 
marine conservation globally.�

The partnership with SeaKeepers 
centres on a shared goal of ensuring 
the sustained wellbeing of the world’s 
oceans. The initiative will focus on 
supporting continued awareness, 
education and science-led activities that 
positively impact the yachting 
community. This includes the benefits of 
using Propspeed’s biocide-free foul-
release coatings that reduce the 

emissions profile and environmental 
impact of yachts.�

As part of the collaboration, 
SeaKeepers will include Propspeed 
products in its sustainability kits given to 
participating superyacht owners, 
providing an important energy-saving 
technology to support reducing fuel 
consumption, GHG emissions and the 
spread of invasive species. Propspeed 
will also be included as a global partner 
in the SeaKeepers Green Guide to 
Boating, which highlights best practices 

for recreational boating, as well as other 
communications and presentations.�

‘Dedication to sustainability is vital to 
ensure a future for all of us – not just in 
our industry, but across all industries,” 
says Propspeed CEO Marcus Hamilton. 
‘Maintaining the long-term wellbeing of 
our oceans has been a pillar of our 
business since inception, and we are 
committed to our sustainability journey 
and being part of the solution.’
seakeepers.org
propspeed.com

Propspeed 
partners with 
SeaKeepers on 
sustainability
Propspeed, which manufactures underwater foul-release coatings, is proud to announce a new 
partnership with The International SeaKeepers Society (SeaKeepers), a non-profit organisation 
that facilitates oceanographic research aboard private vessels. 

NORTHLAND’S CIRCA MARINE is 
immensely proud to have completed the 
manufacture and installation of the 
exquisite interior of the new motoryacht 
Valinor, constructed by NSR Alloy 
Solutions and designed by Alan Walker 
of Coast Design.

This magnificent yacht has been 
meticulously crafted in every detail, 
from its composite structure adorned 
with a superyacht finish coating to its 
well-thought-out engineering and 
systems. The interior was designed to 
reflect the owner’s taste, requiring 

professional craftsmanship, planning 
and execution to achieve the exceptional 
result envisioned.

The interior features teak and ash 
floors, with heart rimu cabinetry. The 
dining table, featuring crosshatch inlays, 
is particularly impressive. The interior 
finish is further enhanced by superyacht-
grade Turnstyle cabinetry hardware 
imported from the United Kingdom.

Throughout the boat, the 
craftsmanship has seamlessly 
integrated complex design elements, 
creating a visually appealing and 
uncomplicated vessel.

Circa Marine is honoured to have 
been entrusted with the responsibility 
of crafting this handcrafted interior, 
enabling a client to realise their vision 
and enjoy it for years to come.
circamarine.com

Circa Marine interiors exemplified in new motoryacht

MEMBER NEWS

LEFT  
Lina Leks, 
Marketing 
Manager of 
Propspeed (left), 
with Melissa 
White, Director 
of International 
SeaKeepers 
Society, South 
Pacific Division.
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